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MIGHTIE PRINCE 
[ AME'S: bythe grace of God 
King of England, Scorland, 
France and Jreland, 


Defender of the 
Faith. 


FN |learned cenſure, the 
fruits of my labour, the firſt fruits 
whereof, as likewiſe ofmy duritul . 
diſpoſition ſeyen yeeres before 


- your MaictHescommune, as me{-: 
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ſengers of my deuotedaffeQtion, 
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« I ſet into Scotland tomeer wich 


A 2 you, 


THe EvisTLE 

_ it were a farre of : Second- 
ty1 preſented you with a Booke 
at my waiting vpon you. tn your 
. lteprogrefſe: And now againe, 
In rims þf Partiament, and Sy- 
pode; the rime of. repreſentati- 
on #, all our Church apd.com- 
mon-wealh I have preſumed of _ 
the like gra«tousacceprance, aſſu- 
ing my ſelfe thar nothing com-... | 
meth amiſle ro.youot { (cholaſtical 
exerci(e, that tenderhto Onton,or | 
to nouriſhing a fcllowſhip and 
communto) 1h Ecclefaltiicalio' c- 

uill aFaires.. It remaineth thar I 
o1ye, dedicate, and addit my, | 
{:Ife and, alt my ſtudies to your | 
Highneſſe feruice: Ireſume often | 
into my. hands you? ae Benwr 
and weights the ponderous ſen- 
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DEDICATORTIE. 


tertcesofrhat Booke, I finde none 
ro port more good to che 
Church, then that golden ſen- 
tence, .Or. rather incomparably 
| more precious thenall the golde 
| ot Ophyr, inche 41. page ofthat 
Booke: parity the mother of confu- 
ſton, andenimy to -onitie, Which is 
the motver of order : T hat 1s, parity 
inthe Church once eſtabliſhed in 
the goucrnement Eccleſ1aſticall, 
wall We on paritiein the voliti: 
call or ciuill eſtate. The conſide- 
ration whereof hath occaſional- 
ly. lead me intothis diſcourle, asT 
thinke nat vorequiſic at this time, 
in which parity is ſo much ap- 
plauded: Your Maicſtte knoweth 
| by, particular experience who 
: they arethathatealleminencie of 
A 3. oifts 
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gifts, and przeminency ofauths- 
ritic, and miſlike (vnleſſe it be it 
themſclues all gouernment and 

ſuperioririe , who they are that 
would zquall the-Scepterof their 

| Presbyterie, or rather aduance it 
aboue the Scepter of Princes;who 
they are that haue filled all the 
world full of needlefle contro- 
ucrlies, called al! things? inquzſti- 
on in the church dicipline, trothe 
higheſt Cherubins.to the loweſt | 
pin of the bored! who they 
are which reproch all juriſdiction 
of Biſhops, thoughit be the very 
ſame that was inthe time of Con- 
flantiethe great, T heodoſius, and 

other godly: Princes times, and 

contemne all degrees of the Vni. | 


uerſities & Ss digniteis of Ca- 
thedrall 
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DEDICATORIE. 


thedrall: Churches : who they are 
that would take away aliplurali- 
ties, andmaintenance-of learned 
men, and reduceall inzqualiries 
to an #qualitie, and are profeſſed 
encmiesto the Hierarchy of the 


' Church, and would bringall to 
| popularitie, or Democracy, and 
afterwards to Anarchic, if their 


deſignes might take effe& and 


| place. Looke what pleaſure or 
| paines they take of the faion in 


: demolition of churches , wherher 


| ir beby hand, or hand-writing, ſo 


much ora great deale more my 
| delectation & trauel is ac cording 
' to my ſmall talent, for the ſup- | 


portancc, and vpholding of the 


* fabrique of the ſame. Your Ma- 
 teſtie as a Chriſtian Atlas muſt 


beare 


Tre "5s ror uk 


beare the whole frame, wee of | 
yourclerg y as {upporters; Moſt 
matters arcwel caltned with your 
good moderation ( if no after 
rempeſt doth ariſe)as my hope is 
andprater to'akmightie/God for 
- the: perpetuine of the peace of 
Gods Church, and for your Ma- | 
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icfties andyour 'royalliflnes | 
- *happie prefergurion. | 
London; 2. | 
April,” * | 
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OF PARITIE 


Cats?) 
and 1 1,Mpar It1e. of 
mens __ 


= rience.of this life, 
SN A &in the vſuall Ts 
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RT whether it bee: in 
= Chutch or Com- 


'Mens, becauſe they are giuch vnto 
men; Gods neucrtheleſſe, as deſcend- 


ing from God , who ahhough he owe 


Vs nothing, yet beſtoweth all things of 


his abundant bountie and ſuperabun- 


dant grace. In contemplation and. 
view of ſo many gratious ; gifts {ſhining 


round about vs, no man may grudge 
or 


w- = 


WIN common | expe- 
2/4 ficke of mens wits, 


_ inon-weale, is moſt .c 
Iii ſcene, as ina Chryſtall glaſle, 


the great diuerfitie '6f mens gifts 5. 


Of paritte andin parite 
hath giuen himnothing; for the poo- 
 reſtwretchis inriched with ſome por- 
tion of rhe ſubſtance of his grace : no 


one can glorie or bragge , nonot the 


richeſt of his creatures , Angels and 


orcomplaine againſt his God, thathe 


- 


i. 


Archangels,that they hauerecciued all 2 , 


mnes.}.- 1+ | 
This infinit varictie and garniſh of 
Gods pitrs doth thew it ſelfe eucric 
where, but no where {o much reſplen- 
. diſheth as in the Garden or Paradiſe of 
_ . Gods Church heere vpon earth mili- 
' tantz whereby we may gather what ts 
the glorious glittering of the Church 
triumphant : There are diuerſities of 
gifcs, but it isrhe ſelfe-ſame ſpirit , dif- 


ferences of adminiſtrations , but it 1s 


the ſelfe-ſame Lord; diuers maners of 
operations, but itis the {elfe-ſame God 


which worketh all in all : and all this is 
given to profit withall or edification, 


which is all in-all. To one is giuenthe, 


word of Wiidome; to another , the 
word of Knowledge; to another,Faith 
healing 5 Power operatiue, Proph eſte, 
| Diſcerning of ſpirits ; to other, "tt 
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of mens'gifts. 0 3 

| kinds oftongues, or interpretation'of” 

| tongues : andtherSpirit that worketh 
in cuerie one, dinideth to cuerie one 
even as he will. To ſome one man are 

| given two, orthree, or fiuetalents of 

{ 'thegrace of God, tobe well vied and 

| tobeemployedto Gods glory becauſe 

| theyarethe talents of his Sanctuarie : 

| and whena man commeth to make his 

audit, the account will be heaute to be 

| made, ifthe occupier be either aſloth- 

' full and vatbriftie ſeruant or an euill 

ſtorer. The incomparable excellency 

of all ſuch gifts doth eftſoones draw 

me tothe admiration of the gifts, ſome- 

| timesto the praiſe of God the giuer, 

who hath gjuen ſuch v2 to men , ne- 


go * 
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CE 


uer to diſdaine or reproch the men 


whom God himſelfe hath honoured 
with ſuch high ritles , inveſted with 
ſuch ſacred tunRions and offices gra- 
tiouſly vouchſafed of fuch przeminent 
gifts whichare for the honour andſer- 
uice of himſelte, leaſt of all ro equall all 
thoſe men in matter of preferment, | 
whom Gods owne right hand hath'gi-/ 
uena precedencie, and made infteriour 
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' and vnequall one vnto another by: a 
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certaine prerogatiue..of - his celeſtiall 
” This 1s certaine, God neuer gane a- 
ny ſuch gitts., buthe would haue them 
to be honored; and it 1s as certaine, the 
gifts are divers which are to be honou- 


© red : which becauſe Iwould haue it the 


plainer to appeare, L will inlarge alittle 
more of the duuerſitie of mens gifts, to 
make a way to thatwhich followeth in 


this ſhort Diſcourſe of competencie 


and incompetencie of mens liuings, 
which 15s called maintenance ; and of 


- equalitie. and inequalitie of liuings, 


which is termed prefterments; and con- 
ſequently, of fingularitie and pluralitie 
of Bencfices , and of the caule thereof, 
which is Diſpenſation; and laſtly , of 
the enemies and friends of the ſame. 
As ina great Lords or Princes houſe,ſo 


it is inthe Church of God, which is 


* Gods houſe , there are diuers offices 


and diuers ſeruices., and euery one is 
promoted to an higher or lower place, 
according to the qualitie of his deſerts 
and gifts ; whereupon groweth ſuperi- 

In, oritic 
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| oritie or inferioritie in cuery welkdiſci- 
| plinedhouſe. © ® F-. 
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In the Occonomie of the Church 
there are many orders and degrees of 
men all rending fromumperteQionvn- 
to' perfection, that the man of God 
may be made pertect. Some excell one 
another inthe ſame gift : Some, and. 


thoſe few,excelinall thoſe gitts. Some 


are Ne5pvrw, nouices new planted them- 


| ſelues, and newly implanting others. 


Some, whoſe praiſe is inthe Goſpel by 
long continuance and well deſeruing : 


God forbid all thould be proportioned 


.toone and the like reward. Some Tea- 


chers,able to gue milke and notſtrong 
meat; other';.both milke and ſtrong 


| meat:I hauenouriſhed you with milke 


| andnotwith meat: ſome haue need of 


milke , and not of ſtrong meat. Euery 


| onethatvſeththe milke of Catechiſme 
' orinſtruction is vnskaltull of the word 
| of righreouſneſfle, for he is a babe in 


: Chriſtanitie, butſtrong meat belong- 
; ethto them tharare ſtrongor perfeR, - 


| euen thoſe which by reaſon of vie, 


haue their wittes exerciſed to dilcerne 


B 3 both 


1.Cor.3.c.3, 
Heb.5.12.13. 


6 Of paruitandimparitie 
both good and euill. - Mo 
The Church of Ehriſt alwates had 
Readers, Catechiſts; Preachers : by 
Readers, | meane notonely Readersin 
Diwuinitie controuerſiall, ſuch asare in 
che Vniuerſities3. but Readers of the 
Scriptures, which isarrinfertor office : 
And Catechiſts, -whether you take 
Catechiſmetor generall3nſtruction,or 
for \ummarie teaching of the Articles 
and principles of faith, which is a com- 
pendious kinde of preaciting, fuch as 
Deoeratias and Heraclas at Carthage, 
and alſo Preachers of the word, which 
1s a more honourable calling : Who 
will gaine-fay theſe to be all woorthy 
of reward 2 VVho will ſay them to be 


deigned or thought woorthie of the 


" like reward? The Apoſtles had their. 


Deacons, the Apoſtolicall men 
their Eyangeliſts' companions and 
fellow labourers : the ancient Biſhops 


their aſſiſtants and coadiutours , bur; 
they had not the like honor and the 


ſame reward. Neither is it. probable 
- they had the like gifts 13. <A@. in 
the Church which was at Antioch, 

4 there 
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Church; Paute planted; <Jpollo wa- 


_ anotheringlory, and yerall ſtarres of 


of mens gifts 7 

there were certaing prophets and tea- 

chers, as Barnabas and Szmon. tNatwas . 

called Niger; and Luctw, and Manahen 

and San; doubtleſle their gifts were 

diuers, and iincquall the one to: the 

other. Yea the Apoſtles themlſclues 

Were not indued with knowledge and 

other gitts all alikez ſome of them 

arc faid to be Columme, as Saint [ames Gal. 2. 9. v. 
os Sb1,ovTSs5 


and. Cephzs and. John pillars. of the _,., 5,.. 


tered the Church of God : Apollo is 


the worke of the Lord. Eucnas itis in 
the hoſte of heauen or firmament of 
his power, one {tarre differeth from 


Bag , what- 


jf* $8 | Ofparitieandimpanitie 


whatſoeuer magnitude, are Ya/a /uca, 
veſſelsfull of lights fo is itintheHie-- 
rarchy of his Church; all Miniſters & 
Paftors'; and Teachersare profitable 
inſtruments and neceffary.implements 
ofthe ſame haule, althougftnorall of 
the ſame honour and dignitic, nor 
equalt. one to other ;in place or 'pre- 
ferment, or like” ſuperioritie , or en- 
* _  dowed With patitie or idenditie'of } 
\ - Godspifts: yetall repleniſhed in ſome 
meaſure*\with fulneſſe, as fanihed 
veſſels. with the light of Gods grace: 
The dinerſitic of gifts are in all ſorts of 
men of great multiplicity and variety, 
andeuery one hath nor all but as plea- 
ſeth 'God to diſpenſe to cuery..qne: 
and thercforc thelike inzqualitie may 
be amongſt Miniſters, as amongſt 
other men. Now albeit'S. Pale ſctteth' 
downe As it were 4 tertaine Iaza or 4 
perfett ſamplar ofan abſolute Miniſter 
for all-to aime vnto the ſame, yet L 
nothing doubt many.. more come 
ſhort, then attaine vnto the ſame, Tt. 
T.5.V. & Ts ecry ev£y nAnTC, If 0 man be. 
without reprehenſion or blame, the 
| husband 


"i 


£ of mens gifts. "© 9 


R 


faichfull 


husband okone wite , hauing 


* children, not accaſable of riot OR, vi- 


cractable, tor a Biſhop muſt be blame- 
lefle or withour reprehenſion , &c. 
Juvar& mwgrgafiv, able to exhort in 
lound dodtine,y T&5 APTIAS)DVT ES E)LY FEI y 
ro conuince the gain-ſaier-+ S. Paulc 


vſeththe word thriſe, 1. Tiwoch. 2. A 


Biſhop mult be blameleſle or —_ 


[ reprehenſion, that is, both. for his 


doctrine and gitts, be for: his life 


| and converſation, and ſointhe monde 


| agree biz t9,onc. Are all peg 


Are all DoRors.2.doe all ſpeake- with 
rongues? Doall interpret? My Illatiue 
therefore is thatof neceſitic, the Mi- 


niſters "wy wherc which are tea- 
chers 


4 


Is | 
10 Of pariteand imparitie | 
chers0f the people , Whether in mat- | 
ter of beliefe or of vettuous life and | 
the knowledge of the ſame, can nci- 
ther inſtruc norteach, but according 
to the proportion of their own know- 
| Tedge and oftheir owne gifts where- 
with they areendued : Andfor all to | 
attaine to the point of perfeCtion of 
oiftsisa thingincredible, and to ob- 
taine the ſame gift is a matter impoſſt- 
ble, and neuerthelefle, they may co- 
uct after and ſeeke forthe beſt 6 at 
leſt ſet before their etes as imitable 
and admirable, the Idza or ſampler | 
of a Biſhop or Miniſter, furniſhed or © | 


enriched with all thefe gifts : Tou- | 
ching degrees of leatning and other | 
requifites forthe Miniſtery,jit is worth * 
the whileto:confider, and weigh that 
Hierony.ed Which Saint Hrierom hath profeſſedly | 
Cceansep.33. difputedand written of the ſame s As | 
Orators and: Philoſophers (faith he) | 
when they deſcribe what Orator and | 
Philoſopherthey would with to have, * 
do none imury to Demoſthenes or Pla- 
. to, (who perhaps are not ſoperteR) 
but deſcribe the things without the 
perſons 
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| ſhop, andin«the expoſition of t 
thingsthat be 1written,  g/aſſe Sacerdds 


of mens gifts. \ ' xt 
| perfonb: : Som the deſcription of a Bi- 


= ; of Prieſth60d or Miniſtery 1s ſer 
| <P vs. In that Saint/Pay (faith he) 


requireth a Biſhop without afault, or 


| without reprehenſion3z he compre- 


hendeth in one all vertues , and requi- 


-] rech almoſt athing Comprary fo nature. 
| Andſpeaking of variet ty of gifts of _=_ 
| clefialtical men , (he ſaith) Many 


treat well vpon the Goſpels , 7 in 
expounding the Apoſtle, arenor like 
themſclues : others thatvery well vir 
derſtand the new Teſtament , yet in 


the Pſalmes and old Trſtament- are 


dumbe : This-I fay (faith S. Hrerom ) 


becauſe euery one cannot doe all. And 


 againe,, God hath giuen diucrſe pre- 


cepts and manifold vertues, all which 
cuery of vs cannot haue at orice. Soit 
commeth to paſſe, that which is ex- 
cellent and perfe& inſ ome, is inother 


but inpart : And hethat hath nor all,” 


is not blameable, nor condemned Br 
that he hath not., but juſtified & com- 


mended for that he hath. Aninſtance 


he 


Hierony,l, 1. 


Feler cs, 
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12 Of paritie and imparitic 

hegiueth of this in Bſhops-and Mini- 
ſters : Truely God would haue all Bi- 
ſhops and Miniſters to be ſuch as the 
veſlell of Ele&ion teacheth them to 
be. Firſt, in that he faith, a Biſnop 
muſt be without fault; either there is 
-, none{ſuch, oravery rare man : VVho- | 
—— ts therethathathnotſome wartor ble- | 
> Y muſh ina body otherwiſe faire , as Pe-: | 
ter himſelfe had : then to bethe huf | 
band of one wite, ſober , &c. admit 
youdo findthem; that which follow- 
eth 9/zxm&- he that canteach , with 
the other vertues ye ſhall hardly finde : 

I am of opinion you ſhall hardlie | 

finde ſuch as ſhall be accuſed of none: - ' 
eſpecially yee ſhall hardly finde him. | 
that 1s 2&yx*©>, able:to reſiſt the ad-' 
uerfaries , or conuince .erronious opi- 
nions. So that there © none, or hee | 
weryrare, that hath all-that a Biſhop » 
ought to haue, and yet though one or | 
two things in the catalogue of -Bi-- | 
ſhops vertues be wanting; he thallnot | 
thereupon want the name of a iuſt Bi- | 
{hop or fit, neither ſhall be condem- 
ned for that he hath not ,, but ſhall be 


crowned 
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crowned for tharhe hath : for ho 


all and want nothing, is his peculiaFyer- _ 


cue who ſinned not , and in whole * 
mouth is found no guile. To want * 
ſome one or other gift, is ordinary ; to 
be equall or matches one to another, 
is rareand extraordinary 3 to excel one 


' another, is commendable; tobe infe- 


riour and one beneath the other, is not 
diſpraiſablez to be an exact Preacher 


| and Pulpit-man, is profitable to the 


<A - , 


Church : ſcant ſhallyoufindewo men 
of xhe ſame gift; ſome haue gracetull 


 eloquution & vtterance, or a {weet de- 


liverance; ſome others, ſubtiltie and 

ſharpeneſfle. of wit; ſome make great 
ſhew of Reading and Learning ; nw 
are able to anatomize the conſcience; 


| ſome better moue and ſtirrevpafteQi- 


——_ 


. ——_ : 


on; ſome the gift of explication; ſome 
of application : all trees arenot of one 
growth or proceritie, all fruits of one 
ripeneſſe and maturitie, all lowers of 
one hue and beautie. All Students in 
an Vniuerſity of one ſtanding and pro- 
hdengic,all Miniſters of one degree of 
learning, or of one qualitie in gifts, or 
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JW omperencie and incompetencie | 
oequality of the preferinent apper- | « 
injng to So gifts, my colleCtion is |1 
out of che parity and imparity of mens | 
/ Bitts, and ſo by conſequence of mens 
* 7 deſerts riſeth the equality orinequali- 
= tryofmensliuings : howbeit, all muſt 
haue competencics; of which I will 

treat inthe next place. 


© u a; 2; 
Of comperencie and meompetencie 
of mens linngs. 
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1 is commonly deha- 
A red, what is a compe- 
> p45 cent liuing for a Mini- 
& [=#\[ſter of the Word, and 
| \U "WR 4 

Ez Fo - | 
==25g 1nd what is the cauſe 
any mans living be incompetent and 
inſufficient, ſomewhat may be drawen 
cteaſesand ſufficiencies., andtheſame 
added to the inſufftciencie and ſmall 
commodat and fit all men as Procu#es 
did his bed for men of all ſtatures by 


x 
SE 
gc what is incompetent, 

. ofſuch incompetencie, and whether if 
or deriued from other men their in- 
maintenanceof another :.andſoto ac- 

Cutting | 


of mens linings. | + 
| cutting of ſome;and ſtrerching out 
ſhorteſtrothe length of the "50 
| Asfor Competencie of eſtate ory, 
| berefit of contentation, is a matter ge-_ 
'nerally preſcribed vnto all , whether 
| they be of Laity or Clergy , of high.or 
low degree, Counſelleror meane per- 
| ſon,Prince or ſubie&,and deſcribed by 
'the Apoſtle , hauing ule 7 weitt- 
| | tum,tood andraiment,let vs therewith 
be content. Wherein therule is, Let 
{euery man ſtay or remaine 1n the cal- 
ling whereunto he is called , and not 
| aſpire higher or aboue his degree, as 
| the fathion of ſome'is, to towreloftier 
ſtill with the wings of reſilefſe ambiri- 
| on : andDiuines of all other muſt en- 
| deuour themſclues. to attaine the be- 
| nefit ofthis contentation, nor deſirous 
| of filthie lucre or vameaſurable pur- 
chaſes, or ſtudying nothing els; from 
| which i imputations I thinke chey ars 
\freeſt, of all men : for if we looke into 
| their priuatc eſtates, ſo many paiments 
| ordinarily in a maner iſſuing out of 
their living , their hoſpitalitic extend- 
| ing to the vttermoſt of tacir able, 
C1I 
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theirpouertic eucry where ſhewing it | 


© 


$ 


Aelfewith naked face, before and atter | 

- theirdeceaſes; infomuch , that if any | 

of them thriue through his induſtrie, | 

alwaes forepriſedthe bleſſing of God, | 

 allcherr defire and prouidence is, but 

', to fave themſelues from reproche of. | 

rhe world and ſtarke beggerie. AndI | 
ſeenocauſethey ſhould not make ho- | 
neſt prouiſion forthemſelues and their | 
familie,and thriue inthe feare of God, * 
being freeandno bond-men, being ci- | 
tizens and no aliens from the Com- | 
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o mon-wealthin which they liue. | C 
7 But to returne where I was, with- | © 
L-& out apparent digreſſion. All the que- | 4 

q y ſtionis, Vhatis a competent living, | b 

1 Bal and what is incompetent and vnfittor | © 
— E a manoof the Church ? And whether | Þ 
4 this competencie conſiſt in the quanri-'} E 

' tieandnnmber of Benefices, as ofma- 

ny,orin the qualitic or goodneſle of a | d 

Benefice,as ofone? And whether that | C 

Benefice which is fit for one able and | t! 

ſufficient Miniſter, be alſo competent | 11 

and fit for another ſomewhat inſuffici- | © 

enter perſon, having the ſame cflence | V 

_ # Or }. 


/ 


| efſed in all Eſtates , the Prince and 
| other Indges and Miniſters of Eccleſi- 


{ ofmens liaings. 3 x7 | 
| orbeing inthe Miniltery,becaulſe they: 
| areborhlayd to be of one coat : And 


| furcher, what {quareor meaſurecuery; 


one RY {halbe 1o promoted toa com- 


/ petent liuing ſhall be meatured by ? 
And laſtly, who ſhalbe Iudge of com- 
petencie and incompetencie, as of the 
| whole matter ? 


To beginnewiththat firſt, which I 


prop ofed alt; J K£00 oe972poy: Thie Iudge 


| of all this muſt be the Law, or the Ma- 


piſtrate who is Lex loquens.; I meane 
theſupreame Magiſtrate who is inter- 


aſticall Lawes; for if euery man thould 


| be Indge, and not according to Lawes 
| on this behalfe prouided, we ihould 


haue an olde a doe to accoinmodate 


euery man. 
Now for the Law , ithath alreadie 


| defined who {hal haue a Beaefice,with 
| cure of{oules, whole clearely value is 


thirtie pound and aboue : and who 
ſhall haue vnder the value aforeſayd; 
videlicet, a Preacher duelie qualified 


| with oifts , authorized to preach by 


iſ the 


18 Of competencie andincompetercie | 

the Biſhop , or either of the Vninerſi- | 
ties, or graduated in Diuinitie, orthall | 

_ enioy a Benefice of thirtie pound , or * 
abouethatvalue: and tor other Bene- | 
fices vader that value , men of meaner } 
gitts,and of vnder deſerts may obtatne | | 
the ſame. All which ts:ſo well fetled | . 

= already, that itncedeth no innouation 

which 15 dangerous , norfurther limi- 


cation or reſtriction which is incom- | , 
modious; it eſpecially this be well loo- | |, 
kedvnto and executed by the Fathers : ; 

of the Church and SpirituallIudges, | 

_ alliswell. Asforthenorme or ſquare ; 
whereby they ſhall be {quared alway, p 
is the paritic and imparitic of mens | \, 

gitts and merits, obleruing by the way | 1, 

this fora rule, VVhere no exceptionis | | 

to betaken to rhe lite and conuerfati- | 

7 on of the man , admitting they -are | « 


both to be preferred ro a comperenth- | | 
uing, and both honeſtand godly men, | 
the learneder ofthe two mult carry it | ,, 
away. And in caſe the lining ceteris | | 
paribus, be meane or ſmall, it may be | _ 
competent and fit for a meane learned | © 


man ; for if it be abſolutely incompe- ! { 
rent, 


£1 


| of mens iuings, _ | 19 
|} rent, itis fit for no man : and ta make 
! all mens liuings competent alike, and 
to range them in an equalicie,ts a work 
of the wileſt man atltue , whether the 
proportion of equalitie prous to be A- 
rithmeticall or Geometricall, it ſhalbe 
a worke to buſte the wiſett man. 

To come therefore to that which 
| | was principally propoſed and in the 
| firſt place , What is a competent li- 
uing tor an Ecclefiaſticall man : [I 
doubtnar, if you thould aſſemble an 
hundred men , they may chance to 
proue of an hundred mindes : Qt ca- 
pita tor fenſa : Yo many men ſo many 
mindes. How often haue I heard it 
blacerated by diucrs new-fangled fel- 
lowes, that forticorperbapsfifte, or 
at the vttermoſt an hundred pound is 
{tithcientfor an honeſt man, or forthe 


BAR. 


man, as they weigh 1n their ballance 
of con{ideration Honeſty itfelte, they 
meane the graueſt Diuine, the Jear- 
nedeſt Preacher, the profoundeſt Do- 
Ctor of longeſt ſtudy and continuance: 
alo that by this proportion, it the moſt 


s 


honeſteſt of vs all. And by an honeſt 
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'20 Of competencie andincomperencie 


reuerend Father of the Primitive 
Church were aliue ;; the learnedeſt Bi- 
ſhop - of the rauncient flouriſhing 
Church, the excellenteſt Doctor and 
painfulleft Paſtours were conuetſant 
amorigſt them, ſuch as Cyprian Biſhop 
of Carthage, aBiſnop and Martyr,fuch 


as Chryſoſtome Archbiſhop of Corflan- 


trnople, the golden mouthed Doctor, 
ſuch as _{mbroſe Bithop of Millarne, 
ſuch as Epiphanizs Biſhop of Conſtantia 


inCypra, a man of incomparable in- 


duſtrie & paines taking in the church, 
oras S, Anim Biſhop of Hippo in A- 


. FFique, and an hundred more whom I 


could rehearſe, were amongſt them , 
if S. Hieromewho was a Presbyter,and 


- no Biſhop, termed Magifter orbis rer- 


7arwn, wereat their finding , orto be 


preferred by them : if all the famous 
men for writing or preaching were a- / | 
mongſt them, they muſt haue but a !i- 


uing competent & fitting one-of their 
honeſt men, and muſt not hue a li- 


uing for men of their eſtate. There is .| 


no reſpe&to be had to their Epfco- 
pall honour or DoGQoralldegree,or to 
| "0 any 


[5 of mens UnINgs. "+, 3S- 

2 | anytermes of hoſpitalitie, orto their 

. þ8-- cat's familie, or other things 

* | coincident to their callings or eſtate, = 

| {or to the furniſhing or increaſing of 

: | cheir Libraric, which ſome yeeres may 

| chance to coſt themthe whole or halte 

profits of cheir benefice : The Miniſter 

{ orPaſtour ot what qualitic ſoeuer,gra- 

| duat or vngraduat, muſthane no more 

| than one of their honeſt men , the reſt 

| | muſt be exonerat ſome other way , as 

; | matter of ſuperfluitie. 

| As competent thenis all that which 

i5 ſufficient and enough for the main- 
tenance of a Miniſter in his place, ſo 
alſo it is tnat which is agreeable tothe 
credit and dignitie of his place, and a 
meet reward ſutable to his degree ta- 
ken in {chooles, anſwerable to- the 

| eminency of his gift, and ſomewhat 

| proportionable to his paines and con- 

- | tinuall labourin the Church of God: 
for if the Miniſter be called to fight 
with wants , and encounter with ne- 

| ceſlities his calling of all otheris a la- | 
boriSus calling, and his worke cannot 
chooſe but be often interrupted. It his 
Fa "Cz bhappe 
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' no reaſon why another may not be! 
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* uings, -or two good benefices collated 


by 


22 Of competentie andincompetencie 


happe therefore 'be to arrive vpon 4 

Benefice'of 20.1.or 35:]. by the yeere, | 
and that be to final] or incompetent ! 
for the ſupportance of his eſtate, I ſee | 


a 


prove. 


yy =o 


added to the tormer forthe ampliati-| 
on of his luing , and bettering of his 
eſtate , neuertheleſle with ſuch cauti- 


pn a A 


ons & limitations of diſtance of miles, | © 
and number of fermons, many or! L 
more, as incaſe of pluralitie the law |. * 
hathprouided. Heere offercth it ſelfe} 5 
to be diſcuſled wherher comperency} " 
conſiſt in the quantitie and number of} * 
benefices or in the qualitieand good-| 
neſſe of a benefice as of one. The vul-l 
. gar opinion and popular error is to ac- p 


count euery two benefices of {mall va- 
Iiditie and little woorth: to be two li- 


vpon one man, tobetwo mens liuings 
and too much tor one :-whereas two 

00d benefices ioined together make} ? 
In one competent liuing. And one} ” 
benefice xquivalent to tw o maketh} | 
Rill but a liuing for a learned man # 


Who would notbe glad to haue bothſ 7 


his} 


4 


I | 
It * 


of. mens linthgs. _ 23 


; .  S . [ 
his benefices adioine and lie neere to- 


gether, or incaſe they lie, to the di- 
ſtance of thirtie miles or vader, dil- 
| 1o6ined the one fromthe other, 4 that 
| the dutie of places, in giuing of ſa- 


| cred and facramentall ,chings be al- 
| waics diſcharged , by himſelte or his 


ſuthcient depuric, ir amounteth bur to 


gence is afforded. to an vnwoorthy 
man whom the law ſhould not fa- 
uour: And non Reſidence is a faulte, 
quatenus a5 menvnder acharge, are de- 
ſtitute of inſtruction or disfurniſhed 
of ſpiritual food and reaching. I will 
not poſhtiuely ſer downe what is com- 
perent : for that which is competent 
or{ufficient for a man of meane gitrs, 


may be altogether incompetent for a 


man of incomparably greater gifts. 


'Letthis ſuffiſe, that mags < mins [unt 
' tn Relatione , great fake | leſſe are in rec 
| lation : out ſo. my owne iudgement | f 


will ſet downe nothing : yet I will re- 


C4 .. ment 


| one mans liuing ſtill, for pluralities of 
luings1 isan offenceor icandall , qzate- 
| 24, or inregard that fauour or /zdut- 


member what a man of grauc, Audger 


24 Of competencie and incompetencie | - 
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ment and long experience did ſome- | 
time delineate & ſet downe for a com- | 
petent lining fora preacher well ſtu- | 
died, richly gifted ; double or treble | 
oraduatedin the Vniuerſities. Settle | 
Co -L the foote ofyour com | 
» paſſe in a that is the} 
F center orpariſh Church, 
w draw.your perimeter or | 
- Circumterence £5 ſemidi- 
4 ameter », the pariſh ſhall 
+ beincircuit and breadth 
{4 fo manie miles as may 
make a competenr liuing 
intythes for a learned and Eccleſiaſti- 
call man. Howbgit becauſe this opi- 
nion ſhall be neither approoued nor 
* reprooued by me, and becauſe this de- 
lineation and proiedt tendeth to the 
disbounding and difunion of parithes 
which is caulclefſe and to an alterati- 
on of matters ſo wel fetled, which can- | 
not calily be agreed vpon'by rhe pa- |. 
trons of, pariſhes,& is wholly needleſle. | 
Let that ſtand for competent which | 
the fauour of Princes and Nobles, pri- 


=: 


F255 


niledse'ot lawes, and a& of Parlia- 
ment | 


of mens linings, 25 


ment. doth caſt vpon the Miniſters. 
I fay all that which the deſert of men 


| of learning doth inure or lawfully 


procure towards the maintenance of 
their degrees or furniſhing of their 
libraries, ornouriſhing of their fami- 
lies, orholding on termes of hoſpita- 
lice, and giung to the poore: In caſe 
any liuing be incompetent, as ſundric 
linings be, ler the blame thereot reſt 
where deferuedly the blame doth lic : 
Letthem ſurrender that are willing to 
yeeld vp the Impropriations. Such as 
the Abbeys diſpoiled the Church far 
and neere, as, for the coactiue power 
of law to enforce a ſurrender, were 


ſurmamn iu, and for power perfwa- 


fue, it is all in vaine: Ifay not onely. 
euery learned man indeed thould haue 
two Benefices to make vp the compe- 


rency of his eſtate; bur men of little 


woorth , and many vnwoorthy men 


| ſhould haue euery one his fingle Re- 


neſice, and of all theſe crauers not one 


of them ſhould lacke : But foraſmuch 


for the hardneſle of mens hearts, chis 
ands of 


the 


a as. ths 1 Ra... 4 


26 Of competencie andincompetencie 


the holy Church againe from pro- ! 
phane hands\, and by reaſon they are | 
bought and folde, by other vnlawtull - 
merchandize chopped and changed, | 
and toſpeake as men would haue vsto | 
ſpeake ,*at the left degenerated into 2 
laytee; I couldin all godly zeale de- 
fire 'and wiſh the proprictarics and 
leafees of fuch impropriat liuings , to 
imitate the godly precedents of ſome 
Cathedrall and Collegiat Churches | 
in the Vniverſities & cle where, who | 
ofpure and perfect deuotion, enlarge 
the Vicars endowed, with ſome add. 
tion or ſtipend, or the Donatiue with 
{ome more ample contribution, for 
_ the Jabourer is woorthy of his reward: 
| asfor thelgiterer he 1s woorthy of no- 
thing. There is no reaſon to diſrobe 
learned men of their liuings which 
they hold by law, and haue continued {| 
therein in many Princes times , be- | 
cauſe the Impropriations leane not a +» 
competencie for rhe Vicarsand Cu- } 
rates ofthe place. Let it beratherde- | 
falked ſrom thoſe who are ten times | 
wootle thenthe Abbey lubbers _ 
OT } 


pt af 5 * 


& - poll. $A... 
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of mens lines. 27 
for they offended in idleneſle and ful- 
nefle of bread, and yer relieaed with 
their bread the countrey round abour, 
and did many things to the glory of 
God, although they erred in the 
meanes which leaderh thereunto : but 
the other offend in auarice and pride, 
and vnmercitulneſfle tothe poore1n all 
maner of wickednelle and {uperfluitie 
of maliciouſnefle: A medicine for this 
{hall be, it the Bithop ſhall prouide 
for euery ſuch deſtitute place, a godly 
Curate, an edifying and inſtructiue 
ſeruce, with ſome augmentation of 
ſtipend fromrhe proprictarics or lea- 
les , for certaineſermons in the yeere, 
for every ſuch lining will prooue in- 

- competent for alearned man, as the 
| caſenow ſtandeth: LZeaver (ſaid well) 
1 | in a ſermon in king Edward the f1xt 
d daies, Nothing is ſo Papiſticall as 


E- impropriations : nothing {0 | 
4! Anabaptiſticallaspa- DE. 
Þ || _ rity of liuings. 

S |. | 
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Of paritie or equalitie and imparitie 
of mens linings. 


7 Rom parity orimparity 
| Nofmen oifts ſpringeth 
- parity or imparity of | 
= 7 


MAR mens liuings 3 for al- 
JD = { though ſome are fo ma- |. 
Teuolentand injurious to allot an equa- 
| Tirie in the affignment of Church li- | 
uings , yetnone I hope ſhall be found | 
ſo vncon(cionable to allow thatwhich | 
is abſolutely incompetent for an Ec- 
cleſiaſticall living. A neceſlary proui- 
ſion muſt be made for all, and this ma- 
xime or rule is generall : Herhat mi- 
niſtreth about holy things, may eat of 
the things ofthe Temple; cuen ſothe 
Lord hath commanded thoſe which 
_ preachthe Goſpell, to liue on the Go- 
ſpell. He that: waiteth on the altar, 
muſt live on the altar or partake with 
altars oblations. No man planteth a 
vineyard, but eateth of the fruit. No 
man feedeth a flocke, but eateth of the 
milke of his flocke., No man goeth 
tO 


= 
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charge. The law of Nature teacherh 
this,and A1ofes law alſo, Thou ſhaltnot 


| muzzle the mouth of the oxe that trea- 
i 


{ 
- 


5 


deth outthe corne. Hath God care of 
| oxen and hath henotmnch more care 
| of men? It we ſow ſpirituall things,we 
are worthy of carnall. Conſent of all 
| nations is the law of- Nature. In the 
 Schoole of Naturall reaſon this is 
taught : They that watch ouer vs, and 
labour for vs,muſt be recompenſcd by 
vs. For this cauſe we pay tribute vnto 
Kings ; wages or ſtipends vnto Soul- 
diers; falary vnto Iudges; tithes vnto 
| Clergy-men : becauſe the King gouer- 
neth all 3 theSouldier fighterh for all; 


«CI 


the Tudge or learned Lawyer heareth 
& determineth all; the Leuite & Prieſt 
prayeth for & preachethvnto all, cate- 


chiſeth & inſtruceth all. Let him that 
iscatechized make him that catechi- 


| ſeth partaker in all his goods or in all 


good things. Hierom ſuper 2.Mallachy. 
Onod quifacere noluerit , Domini f7 audat 
& ſupplantat. Hethat will notdo this, 
defraudeth God, &c. We muſt giue 
\ ynto 


to this Spirituall warfare at his owne Deut.25.4. | 


Gal.6.6.yv. 


H terony ſuper 
3 Mal, 


Anruſt 129. 
| ſerm, ſuper 


enumiocum, 


30 of paritie 07 equalitie 


to God that which is Gods : give vnto | 
Czfar that which is Cziars. Thereis | 


no nation ſo barbarous that willrobbe ! * 


his Gods, no people or generation fo 
pernicious and hurttull to godlineſle, 


that wil profeſiedly robbe the ſeruants | 


and Miniſters of his or their God. 


the goods, or debts of the Church- 


men or Clergy as they are either good | 
or bad Clergie-men,, but asrthey are, | 
ſimply Clergie-men: volefle therefore | 


} 
Z 


by 
4 
| 


| 


« 
Ke 
. 


fi 
+ 


Tithes, oblarions, donations are not | | 


7 
J 


Chriſtian men will be worſe than hea- | 


then;they are bound in conſcience and | 
conſtrained by the law of God, to pay | 
tacir ducro Gods Minifters, that God | 
may for paimentof thetenth Pt ſend | 

| e 0ther | 
nine parts : elpecially open the win- | 
dowes of heauen and powre downe | 


downe his. blefting , vpon « 


his ſpiritual raine,and bleffing. This 


matter being. controuerſileſle , Thar | 


tithes Proccjas and perſonall of alland | 


cucry. ort belong to Church-men by} 


| 


uo > mm 6 Ames Toll  cci4a__ Oac 


all lawes ; that lands, and glcbes, and | | 


vites | 


| houſes,as tothe Leuites of olde, cities, | 


and ſubux bes and fields ; fo tothe Le- 


andimparitie of mens linings. 31 


to [ uites of the New teſtament, by the li- 


is | beralitic and endowments of Privcek 
be | and other zealouily-deuored, perſons 
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| apperraine,all which maketh for a-per- 


petuitic and eſtabliſhment of good 


| things thorowout all generations,and 


© 


| | for a thankeful reknovledgementthat 


| we haue all receiued theſe and many, 
| moe good things; from the hand of 
| heat will infiſtnollonger in this 


. | mattesg/awhereofall books diuine and 
as , all ſtories Eccleſtaſtical] and 
prop hane are full fraught. - 


 Sichencc therefore no queſtion 1s 


| ro be ſtirred about this, videlcet, hat 
| aportion of our ſubſtance is due to h6- 
1 | ly, Church'and to ſuch as attend; the 
| ſeruice of God-: it will rather beque- 
| ſtioned,, What portion wane, and bowit 
| ſhould be proportioned which is payable 
. | to the Miniſters,whether to all alike i 
| ought to be equally diſtributed , {ith 
| allareequally Miniſters touching the 
|. eflenceofthe Miniſtery,and do all mi- 
1 niſter about holy chingsz or whether 
« | ſomemuſthaue more, and ſomeleſle, 


fith allare 01 one maris ſaruants , that is, 
God 


oo 


32 Of paritie or equabitie + | 
God and many the man Ieſus Chriſt, | 
And whether it be not avwmaniie, In. | 
acceptation of perſons or iniuſticetor | 
Aequalibus inzqualiatribuere aut inequa- | 
hbu £qualia,to diſtribute tothoſe who | | 
are equall vnequall things , or to vne- 
quall perſons equall things; thatisto | 
acceptthe perſons of men,which isan | 
oppoſire and repugnant to diſtributiue | \ 


Juſtice. Firſtheare. that it maybe bet- 


ad 


way 
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Wo ter vnderſtood, in laying outtheequa- | | 

p litie , andcaſting forth the line and le- | | 
a uell of this diſtribution of liuings of | , 

d the Church , theeye of ciuillorecele- | | 

[12 fiaſticall Iuſtice muſt bee fixed ypon | ; 

F | the magnitudeor exiguitie , vponthe | { 

|. preatneſle or ſmallneſſe of mens me- | + 
7 rits, that he that meriteth mofe ſhould | | 
+ is alwayes haue more, he that meriteth | « 
ITY lefle ſhould hane lefſe reward :' of T 
As, which equalitie the Law it ſelte ought | 1 
to be the keeper and obſerner. And | x 

this may be termed a proporrjonable e- | x; 

qualitie,not abſolute nor Arithmetical | R 

which is very neere Anabaptiſticall, | 

which diſtinCtion is once fit to be layd | g 

downe , becauſe there is often-vſe of | » 


the 


1 
F; 
- & 


I 
I. | 


a 
ay 
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andimparitie of mens tings, 23 
the ſamein the buſineſſe now in hand. 
Benefices Ecclefiaſticall, are like in 
this to Benefices Military or ſecular. 


Foras ſuch are giuento fouldiors and 
ſeruiters in the warrefor their faithfull 


| andtrultic ſeruices , ſo theſe Eccleſia- 


ſticall or ſacred Benefices to men or- 
deined rothe Minitterie for the better 
execution of their ſacre+ Miniſterie 


and holy offices, and are alſo reinu- 
| nerations of their painefull ſtudies : In 


Militarie aftaires, all that ferued re- 
ceined notone and the fame reward * 
but different honour, wages , or {ti- 
pend, more or lefle pay : a common 
ſouldior had not like entertainement 
to a Capraine, toa Lieutenant or Co- - 
lonell and the reſt. tm andafter ſeruice 
done, the Generall ofthe field or Em- 
perour diuided vnto them as cuerie 
man was more or lefle forward or me- 
ritorious : witnefles vnto this ( after 


the bartell) the maner of the auncient 


Romanes,which was Ob cies ſernatos, 
for Citizensſaued in time of warres,to 
giuegarlands or crownes, ſome laurell, 
otherof okenleaues, orhohne or ſuch 


D like 


Virgil, cured 
pebtoribus de- 


wiſſa monils 


pendent, 


| |  eftres Eccleſt- 
F aſtica que ſa- 


Tics ob [acrum 


twum concedi- 
fur, Duaren, 
bz. de ſacr. 
Eccl, Min}, 
ac Benefcys, 


'® Beneficium Ollerſeers : Euen fo in Benefices or 


miniſterium v-- 


 gendainperpee 


24 Of paritie or equalitie 
like, ſome of golde, or to giue orna- | 
mets,as iewels,chaines,beſtdes the ſti- | 

| 


pend or pay due vnto them : Now yee 

know. the ſervice of God is called a 
warfare, & none oughtto go this war- 
fare on his owne charge, but muſt be 
prouided for by the Church , which 
Church is a vineyard: euery dreſſer of | 
a vineyard 1s not of like $kill & indu- - 
{trie. The Church 1s a flocke, and Mi- 

nifter a ſhepheard, but all ſhepheards | 
haue not like hire or wages, orare of | 
like deſert or paines taking 3 Jacob kept 
Labansiheepe & his own ; and for his 
painful ſeruice had double reward and 
encreaſe of reward. Some flocks are. 
oreatcr then other, and muſt be com- 
mitted to more di:creet and watchfull 


Rl 
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paſtorall charges, the greatercures are 


cerdotrvelcle.. ©O be deliuered oner to the wiſer and | 


learneder perſons. 
A Benefice therefore (which is by 
definition * a matter Eccleſtaſticall gi- 
uen to a Clergie-man to be vſed of 
_ himperperually for his ſacred miniſte- 
rice) whether it taketh denomination 


of 


: 
' 
f 
3 


- 
I 


| 


A 


{ That Beneficesof wharquality or con- 
|} dition ſoeuer, can nor be equalled : it 


and imparitie of mens linings. 25 
of a benefirreceiued , orofacharge or 
benefit giuen , importerh thus much : 


followeth then that benefices haue bin 


! alwayes proportioned according to that 
| fame proportionable equalitie not 


ſtritorabſolute, hauing an eye reſpe- 
Ctiuely looking vpon the deſerts of Ec- 
clettaiticall men. Some Benefices haue 
title of dignitie, as Biſhopricks, Arch- 
deaconry andrhelike : ſome haue cure 


| offoules without dignitie annexed to 


them, as Parſonages : ſome neither ti- 
tle of dignitie nor cure of foules , but 
ſimply ſo called. Amongſt which a- 
Paine, ſomeare of more eminency and 
ornament, other of inferiour and low- 
erdegre. Such as are more conſpicu- 


| ous are prebends orthe Canons of Ca- 
| thedrall churches : ſuch as areleſle are 


rurall Prebends ſo called. Some Be- 
nefices haue actual or habituall cure of 
ſoules,orther haue cure habitually, and 
are diſcured actually 3 other neither 
actually nor habitually, but vrterly dif- 
cured : yet neuertheleſle reraine the 

D 2 - name 


36 Of parttieorimparinie 
name of Benefices ina generalitic, as 
our impropriations. Bithopricks and 


Archdeaconries are Benefices withti- | 1 
tle of dignitie , vnto both which are | 


annexed Iuriſdictionall power and au- 
thoritie : ſome other Benefices with 
dignitie, as Deanries, Chantorſhips, 
Chancellorthips, and Treaſurerthips, 
forthe molt part are dignities (as the 


cuſtome of the Church doth beareit) | 
without any Iuriſdiction : allwich1n- | 
equaliitie 15 not diſagreeing from Ec- | 
cleſtaſticall policie or adminiſtration, | 
and may\crue for the better conſtitu- | 


tion of Cathedrall churches,and other 
Collegiat, or not Collegiat churches 


or Pariihes : ſo that many of theſe are | 
dignities, - but none are indignities, | 
whoſocuer ſhall vndergoethe butthen | 


and charges of them. 

If we (hall looke into the Aaroni- 
call race of Prieſts and into the Leuiti- 
call order, it was according to impari- 
tie not paritie. To deſcend and goe 
- Jower,if wethall looke backe vpon the 
Primitive times of the Apoſtolicall 
men, the times of Martyrs, and the 


next 


and imparitie of mens linings. © 27 
| next ſucceeding times, we ſhall eafilic 
| finde ſuperioritie, and inferioritie, and 
| imparitic of liuings. If we ſhall vnfold 
\ | the memorie of tormer times in our 
| Church, and the ancient practiſe, we 
{hal plainly ſeen allotment of church 
liuings according to inequality , and 
that by the wiſedome and diſcreet di- 
{tribution of the Bithop : all which is 
; | matter worthy the deduction for the 
. |Bithop andall his Clergie lined firſt in 
. |a kind of communitie inthe city(for in 
the cities were Biſhops Seas firl{tplan- 
. | ted) whereof he barethe name of a Bl- 
r |ſhop. He and taey going abroad at 
; | certeine moſt conuenient and requiſit 
> | times to preach and miniſter the Sa- 
|craments in rhe territorie adioyning. 
1 | Ar what time all Church reuenues of 
the whole dioceſle, whether lands gi- 
- |uen by the liberalitie of Princes, or 
- | tithes , oblations or legacies giuen by 
- |the people, were in common amongſt 
e | all, but at rhe diſtribution of the Bi- , 
e |thop to be divided vnto all according 
l}to a proportion of their paines and la- 
e | bour : one partwas emploicd, promen-. 
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38 Of pariticor equalitie 


 faepiſcopali, for the Biſhops hoſpitali- 


ty; another patt to mainteinethe com- ||. 


Presbyteric andthoſe ofthe Clerpie q 


the third, forbuilding orrepairing the | 


Churches in the citieand Churches of 4 -. 


the countrey; the fourth part for re- | 


demprtionr of Captiues, relicte of the 
_ Poore, andfor other godly vies. The 


Biſhops then ſeemed to haue had a| 
large part, v:de/:cet, one fourth part, as | 
much to his owne part as all the Cler-} 


gie had to their part: which part or 
portion of the Clergies was not fo 
proportioned to every man equally or 
alike, butas the Biſhop liked, who in 
reuenewes of the Church in title asa 
kinde of proprietarie , of himſelte did 
ſer downe every mans part. Bur after 


all this , when diners godly men vpon} 


their zeale and deuotion to the glorie 
of God and feruice of his Church, ard 
the rather induced and lead thereunto 
- to haue the nomination of a Miniſter, 


had erected and endowed diuers chur-Þ. 


ches in ſeuerall places tarre diſtant in 
their countreys :inſomuch thatſo ma- 
ny multiplied ſeuerall pariſhes could 

| 8 _ 1c] 


gie which was to remaine in the Ca- 


| andimparimne of mens liuings. 39 
! notconueniently and in due ſeaſon be 
| .ſooftenand orderly reſpected by thoſe 
| whoſe fpeciall attendance was abour 
; the Biihop, the generall Paſtor of the 


4 -Dioceſle,fauing at certaine times, and 


that the former communitie beganne, 
partly by multitude of the Clergie 
thronged together in oneplace , and 
partly for other inconueniences to be 


! no lefle troubleſome than enuious. 


Then followed hereupon inthe moſt 
parts of the world of Chriſtianitie , a 
diuifion ratable of all Church-reue- 
nues : ſo thatthe Biſhop and the Cler- 


thedrgll church of the chiefe citie, and 
the Clergy of the Dioceſle beſides had 


their portionsallotted vntothem , but 


| notby any Arichmeticall equaliry. out 


of which euery one of them ſeuerally 
beſides their owne maintenance, was 
afterwards to defray for the fabricke of 
their Churches,& reliefe of the poore, 


astheir abilities did ſtretch. 


My Illatiue therefore is, the Biſhop 
(as a common Paſtor of the whole Di- 
oceſſe, as the common lay atthis day 
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© Of partie or equalitte 
_ doth account kim) did callother Mi- Þ 
| Hiſters #7 parrem ſollicitudints, into a part | 
of the charge : the Bithop by inſtituti- 
on of them into- ſeueral] Churches, ! 
and the reuetives thereof, did inueit | 
them into'a title of 'that part of the | 
.glebeandtithes, &c, which was rec- 
'koned as his-owne before: Howbeit 
-at the preſentation of the Founders or | 
Patrons to whom the Canons gaue 
the preheminence in regard of their 
coſt beſtowed, the Biſhops did not in- 
ſtituterhem who were of equalitie of 
gifts , the Patrons preſented not their 
Clerks toanequalitie of linings: It ſee- 
meth cuery Clerke was accommoda- 
tedas wasfit for cuery Clerke. If the 
_ originall Patrons did preſent any,their 
preſentation Was no maze barto other | 
incident preferments, How church 
lium gs tcil into ſomany fractions,l liſt 
not now to renearle: it ſcemeth the re- 
medy foundout for ſo many incompe- 
petencies & inſufficiencies of Cler- 
- giemens citate,was fauor of the b 
| Jaw,and the priuiledge of _ 
: '; + Pralitiess - +1: 7 
$ 'Th Cnar, 
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_ Of ſmenularitie an dpturalitie of Bene- 
feces, and of the cauſe thereof, 


vz. Diſpenſations. 


2 Hat euery Clergie 
V2; | man ſhould haue a 
[Ns ſl] copetent liuing, that 
, | is, ſufficient mainte- 
== == nance, and none be 
-— inſufficiently proui- 
ded for , hath beenie prooued before : 
that all Miniſters of the word and Sa- 
craments , ſhould be prouided for a 
like , and equalledin preferment, can 
neuer þe prooued : that ſome haueen- 


101ed more, ſome leſle, in portionand 


- Rr 
allotments of tithes, oblations, glebe, 


' &c. which I call an.imparity and in- 


equalitie of Church liuings, is not re- 
prooued nor diſallowed by the Scrip- 
tures : that ſingularitie or dualitie of 


| Benefices which.is commonly termed 
Ppluralitie of: liuings ( which is more 
then one) is deſcended of the auncient 


practiſe and cuſtome of the Church 
& cations approoued: remaineth now 
to 


/ 


42 Of ſmgularity aud pluralitie 
to be handledin eſpeciall. The points | 
in order aretheſe : the word pluralitic 

of Bencfices, is notfoundin ſo many ? 
ſyllables inthe word of God, and yet | 
not repugnant to the word of God. | 


Diuiſion of pariſhes or ſingularitie of ||, 


Benefices is notlaid downe in expreſle 
rermes inthe word of God, yet a mat- | 
ter deducifſip out of the word of God: | 
Reſidence and tarriance vpon a mans 
Benefice or cure, is a matter praiſeable 
with God and his Church, NonReſi-_ 
dence or abſence, 1meane, not 10 reſide | 
corporally for a time or ſeaſon, leauing 
ſufhcient direQion and inſtruction for 
- thecure, is not a thing vnlawiull or 
damnable before God & the Church 
of God. ©: : 
-  Singularitie and pluralltie of Be- 
nefices, that is, Pluralitie and Reſt- 
dence, are not oppoſitinely ſet one a- 
_ gainſtthe other,as eitherpriuately op- 
 Politeas light and darknefle,deathand 
life, fight and blindneſfle,and ſuch like: 
or contrary oppoſite , as white and | 
blacke, vice and vertue, righteouſneſle 
and vnrighteouſneſle, or —_—_— | 
Ivy 


F . 
, 
of 
. 2 
. 
. 
e 


y | gouerning and not gouerning, mint- 


et 


1 


ding , preaching and not preaching, 


ſtring and not miniſtring , teaching 
and not teaching, catechizing and not 


catechizing : although in ſome appa- 


renceat the firſt fight it might ſeeme 


ſo: burrather Relatively oppoſite or 


*ſetone againſt the other : * Benefice * Relative ſune < 
quecunque hc 


ipſum quod 


ſunt dicuntur 


orBenefices, one or more, are a be- 
neficiated man his Benefice or Be- 


nefices: a Benehced man whether he «ſ* aliorum, 


* take his denomination from one Be- 


aut quecungque 
modo ad aliud, 


nefice or more, is alway but aBene- Aciſt, Cai. 


ficed man; and therefore one man to 


both his Benefices is but, ranguar w- 


mum ad unum quodeſt apriſimum,as one 
to one, which molt apt & agrecing. 
This vnum (one) is vnum Regamine,uel 


Curapaſtorats, thoſe things which are 


* Phyſic. que= 


cunque vn 0 
eidem ſunt ea- 


one and the ſameto one and the ſame. 4 inter /e 


one in abH#ratFo ef incotffetoad da in - 


Abſtrafto wel in concreto, is not repug- 


nant:-I will notſpell Logicke : This is 
plaine , for neither number-is repug- 


a< a, SAS. ha—_ —_— u_- 
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| :? (ant eadem, 
are berweene themſelues, the veric p 


fame. Logicians doe well knowthart 
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r{t of al Pluralitie did rize vp6 ſo ma- 
ſhes ſeemedinided againinto ſo many 
canſ.13. qu. was the firſt as ſomeſay , that dimded 


ſingules ſcogulis the limits & precincts of pariſh Chur- 


dimns, parochi- . . - $3 
& «emi. Thouldintrude or intromityvps other : 


mu ita vide- 
licet vt nullus 


«terispero- Chriſt , did aſſigne to euery ſeuerall 

<bierermives Presbyterhis paſtorall cure apart,with 
ut us inuadat, - l og 

title thereunto , and a certaine limita- 

tion or compaſle to take charge there- 

_ ofalone, which was drawne into imi- 

tation and matter of like conſequence 

by all this part of the world of Chrifti- 

anitic: for.inthe Apoſtolicallwritings 

nothing is fet downe , but that they 

. were ordeined in cuery great or ſmall 

14. Act. 23, v, ——_— y, & 19) EKXANGIEY thorough 

Tun.iz. euecry Church: which wordsſeemeto 

' -, becquipollent, orofoneandthe fame 

4 _ ſgnification: 


- nantto number, nor ſubſtance to ſub- | 
ſtance: To reſort to the original! 8& be- # 
gin ning of Pluralities : it ſeemerh that | 


' ny duuiſions of pariſhes, which pari- | 

'3 Cap, Eceleſres fraCtions. Dyonyſe * Biſhop of Rome, | 
I. & Cap. fp4- f. Are | 
forateccfps Parithes & appointedeuery Presbyrer 
Presyters 4 ces & Church-yards , and that none 


ria <div others aſcribe it to Ewariitus Biſhop of 
Rome, who about the 112. yeeres of 


(i. of Benefices. I- Is 
j- | fignification : one thing by the way 
* may be well obſerued, that all Part- 


t | ſhes, or forthe moſt part, grewbyſe- - 

- | uerall degrees to anarrower reſtricti- 

| on then in their firſt foundation or 

| originall planting they were. Euerie 
man being deſirous to cohabite in as 

! great neereneſle and proximity to the 
pariſh Church as might be, was the 

! cauſe why parith Churches confined 

> | ſo neere the one with the other, and 

: | wasthe begetter of ſo many incompe- 

f || tencies of Church liuings, and occaſt- 

f | onerof pluralitie:#z pert, or rather of 


| frattions and multiplicities of Benefi- 
ces: * DiſtinCion therefore of pariſh * Imocentic & 


- | Churches, isof meere poſitiue lawe Hoſtenſss poſt 


— BR. enum in cap, cans 
' not Dinine, andtheprohibition to re- ad woneferi- 
| taine two pariſhes or Benefices , was a. of 
gs niſs ex cauſe 

; | nota matter of Diuine ordinance, but ;;;uto de fats 
| of Eccleſiaſticall decree and conſtituti- _——_ 

; | on, not of God, but brought in by ©." TOY 

' | man,andby the will of him that made 

the canon, and by a contrartant will 

1 may be taken away : agreeable vnto 

{| that maximeand rule in law, * Zim eft ,. 1.4. 

tollere vel interpretari cuine fuit condere: 1. y1ima 


And 
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Andnone other lawes beſides the law 1! 
of man , doth forbid pluralities orre- #\ 


tention of more pariſhes then one : it # 
will therefore follow by rhe former | 
maxime, that whatſoeueris prohibi- | 
ted by the law of man alone, by the | 


ſame law may be licenſed againe , and 
that diſpenſations as thereupon may 
be lawfully granted for ſuch things as 


Gods law hath eternally and inwola- | 


bly commanded to be obſerued, no 
man may by any Eccleſtaſticall or ci- 
uill authoritie omit , nor that which 


he hath contrariwiſe forbidden, by a- | 


ny man be put in vre and praGtiſe. 
And incaſethepoſitiue law of man 
forbiddeth Pluralities, it doth not 
thereby take cleane out of the way the 
graunting of diſpenfations,far if there 
were-no prohibition, there were no 
need of diſpenſations. = the or- 
derly giuing of a diſpenſation for plu- 
ralities, affoordeth to euery woorthy 
man according to his woorthineſle, 
and prerogatiue of his perſon, which 
Is called by the Canoniſts D:ſpen/atro 
 Juſtitie, and conſequently denicth - 
IS: * G 


d 
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vp the vawoorthy, that fauour for his vn- 
-. | worthineſle. 
' Sithence therefore plurality of Be- 
[nefices is not athing repugnantto the 
\word of God, Iſfcenocauſe why vp= 
Iponeuery worde of mansreproch and 
\q {contradiction,it ſhould bediflalowed; 
2 eſpecially ſtanding vpon theground * c.pemults 
of law, oratthe leatt vpon lawfull dif (7775; exeer: 
{penſation which is the favour of law. txag. fo.:2. 
| And heere becauſe I woulde not be 4eprebend. 
| miſtaken inthe matter ofpluralities of **5 
the ſimplieſt man be he neuer ſo igno- 
 Frant nor of the ſubcilleſt Rabbynbe he 
{never ſoarrogant. I am well witting of 
this, that ſome p/uralzties, which are 
grounded vpon auarice and ambition | 
arenotonly incommodious,butplaine ' mngnabomvn 
. Ip HOTNG EM YE- 
| odious, ® and by how much it is more ligjoſor-m & 
inſatiable it is the more execrable. /«crileg. an- 
Euery man of meaneſt skill can caſily pgs. 
tellcrhem. © He thatholdeth rwo Be- ,; fi inſ- 
nefices with cure without diſpenſation this, gu #9 
is of both depriuable,and to be turned rey ji 
out, .as alſo he that being ſcarſe able to. * c.ordinery 
diſcharge one office, doth not onely 3: Tei orde 


ſecke being vnqualified and pa nary ins, 
C | 
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48 ' Of ſmeularity and plurality 
ſed with to procure vnto himſelfe two! 
diuerſe Eccleſtaſticall dignities bur al-} 
4 C.q4i« non- Jo divers pariſh Churches. Neither} 
mall, Fyt-4e Can cuery man of meane kill, of no} 
$1001 TC * . 
Gadent, : degrees or vnqualified offer himſelfe 
into this Court of faculties or ob- 
_ _rainehis diſpenſation: for that were as 
; thelearned Canonitſts call it: a;{patio! 
 potins quam diſpenſatio, Rather a diflipa-| 
tion or waſting of the ſubſtance and] 
patrimony of Gods Church, then or- 
I _— P#- derly giuing and diſperſarion of rhe 
ant}, L, . . . . 
pyrticul. de dj. fame. © For ecucry diſpenfation iSOr 
ſpenſ. ray ought to be proutda inris communis re- 
 _ & quondao, di poo uo 4}, | a 
ſpenſe ſt facken- laxatio utilrare, ſue ne ceſitare penſara: it 
do, iswith a prouident deliberation , not a 
raſh or prodigall handto be dealr, and 
that for vrgent neceſſity or apparet vti- 
i. lity,itistobeſtewaredly diſpenſed not 
_ Vit. Dipen- yzaſtfully ſpent or powred vpon euery 
fatio e5# rigors NE # | 
iaripereumad ONES head or altogether : it is atEpera- 
_ -uemſpetat tureor mitigation of the rigor or itrict 
canonice fatto . DS. 
Relaxario.r.g, TEuETItY ofthe common, law: it isfor 
7-$ rigor the fauour of certaine worthy learned 
efeerinS andqualifiedperſons, nota gap wide 
a pen for allto make breach into: '- 
open for all to make breach into: J© 
_ Laſtly itfocgocthagainſtcommon} 
: 2 .. "gue 


ir) maine barre againſt the right of di- 


of Benefices. 49 


/ right, that iremplieth no Niamerrall 
! oppofition againſt common right 3 
? but importeth an exception from the 
| rigour of common Right. That which 


common law or right doth binde pri- 
—_ right dothvnbinde, in. a mat- 


ter fauourable concerning the partie 


ke CXtEN-/cnumertier 
ſion of fauour be yeelded toall, foro 
it ſhould reuert ro common right: 
which commonright doth not take a- Reg. Priilegi- 
way , Speciale prinilegium, privileged Martin 
right, and therefore doth not !ie as a flea concedatnry 
omnib, perſons 


i ſo priuileged: which being o_ ro Privilegium 
| ONC' OT few. may not by the |: 


commune privte 


ſpenſation : butrather the one carrieth Parra er” 
a ſubalternation vnto the other, and op#rularur. | 
notabſolute contrariety : neither doth 
any ſuch diſpenſation make a thing 
which is ſimply vnlawfull; ro be by 
the operation thereof lawfull , * but » See the an- 


{ſhewerh the rigour of ſome general <rto the 


worms law, weighed with allparticu- —_— 
a 


rities of circumſtances, and the rea- 
ſon thereof to ceaſe or be releaſed ar 
thattime, andin thatcaſe : all which 


£ diſpenſations ( vnto which the Arch- 


E bithop 


5o Of ſinguluity andplurality ' 
biſhop of Canterbury is limited ;' are # 
not contrary to the lawes of God; or | 
lawes of the land, and hath beene vin-} | 
ally granted vpon qualification lawtull | 
may not be denied to them thatſue}* 
for it. And farthermore the qualities] * 
of the perſons to whom he 1s in thoſe : 
[ 
l 
a 


caſes to graunt are expreſſed : And in 
caſe the Archbithop would vniuſtlic 
deny the diſpenſation, there is a reme- 
dic otherwile tnall equitie pronided. 
This1s a matter infallibly ener true,” 
_ thatDiſpenfations fromtheir firſt ori-j® 
ginall haue eucrſtood, and ener beenef”? 
withitood by ſome maleuolent 'per-J* 
ſons inthe church of Chriſt: Allthar]< 
which hath bin grounded vpon malic fa 
ſtocke, anddoth riſe from the enuie & [1 
emulationof the vnlearned againſt theJ/* 
learned, and of the ynqualified and vn" 
Lifted men, apainſt thoſe of betterandſ* 
more excellent gitts ; for the betrer ap bl 
peaſementof ſuch tumultuary fpirits** 
the law._hath appointed who ſhall di4J* 
fpence and haue power, and who ſhalf'® 


aske or ſue for ſuch Jawfull diſpenfati 


ai 
on, The Chriſtian Magiſtrate Ol o 
| PrinceF** 


of Bent fices. FI 
! Prince, and thoſe authorized vnder »1-H.8, 
-.- | him hauethis power, who muſt doe it *? "oy 
4111 in prouidence or prudence: for the 
- | good of the Church. Theparties who 
are tobe difpenſed withall, are men of 
przrogatiue of deſerts , who in difcre- 
tion ahd godlinefle are to ſue for it. 
To gine fome too much,and othertoo 
-Jlittle were accepring of perſons; to 

aske more thena man in dutie can wel 
”* menage or dilcharge , were ſauouring 
13 Jot couctouſnefle, or ſome worldly hu- 
nelmour: for the firſt and formoſt of theſe 
-r.1two, becauſe dilpenſation is defined, l 
Commenſgratio communs ad ſmgula, the The.Aq. 2.2. 
elfaithfull and wiſe Steward of Gods 797-9 we" 
houſe, drpenſat ſmgula {meults & labs. \ 
helren & premins , & legem vntuerſalem 
rmx. cauſa imerdun retaxas. : I fay the 
ndtſteward of Gods familie muſt diſtri- 
> pure and deale with the hand of juſtice 
+ (© Euery particular, ypoh lute or re- 
dl queſt made,or ott{wiſe, [nMituratio- mſn 
nal & hom wniutr {cauſe proprer quarn et neber 
It! al znſat, : vpon contemplation as wel intuitum rat h0- 
oof ſome reaſonable” cauſe or circum- > _ 
-e [tance and forthe vniuerfall good of c,uſe propeer- 


E 2 tne - 


lat 
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ſat.quecavſs rall rules and axiomes of law : and fo 


 i#nbeneficys po- 


zeſt efſe triplex t | » 
Neceſſitas»ili- face of God, or as the Angell of God 
| bhpAs ie) oo up SY 5 
a -0 my and muſt nuttigate the ſeueritie of the 
i 93 8277 ; 
demulta& c. as the wiſe and diſcret ſteward, inap- 
Fo _ . pointing euery houſehold ſeruant his 
. ſt y 
 eertiode pre- Taske and labour, and the congruent 
| _ & 42"%-wages Or. recompence of his labour. 
tatibus, Noveti= A oye tor Seto di 
titio &, qui as IOT TE JECONA , NONE ATE al- 
vere, c, extit- lrg rag butfor one of theſe three, or 
Fl 


mad chlike cauſes, wideficer, vrgent ne- 


_ ©...» Prrogatiue of deſerts : other diuide 
the cauſes of pluralities into theſefiue, 


de Eleftionc - ©, | CE XAA 
& left; pete. Either the one . dependerth vpon. the 


Fatrincap. other, or if the one be annexed ro. the 
om *. other, or where a man hathone Bene- 
ficeintitle., the other in Commendam, 
or by way of truſt'q - 
nefice in Commendam to aBiſhopricke 
of ſmall reuenues, or where the Chur- 
chesare poore and of meanereuenue, 


orwhere there is paucitic or penurie 


of 


quam djpen- the Church, asfor the reſpe&t of gene- | 


his wdgement proceed as from the | 


ceſſitic , apparent vuliry , or euident. 


* Glo verb, * none can or ovght to hauetwo Be- | 
'miewats 74. nefices with cure of ſoules, but where | 


r-tuitionz oraBe- | 


of Benefices. 52 
of Clerkes, ® by reaſon of ſcarcitic of » c. 7,76. — 
[ſuch men, it was permitted, orvnleſle 4:/in9. _ : 
as they then called it, by Apoſtolique - 4% 
|diſpenſation. For concerning great 

perſonages and learned men which 

are to be honorably reſpe&ed with 

greater Benefices as reafOn ſhall re- 

quire, they werethen*®diſpenſed with- « @ ,.,, 
all. Butas for all other, which are not s final Exer.de 
© able to take charge ouer themſelues, 31 
which doe not refide vpon their curcs, o:hobonide 
which are not within any facred or- init. ſe 
ders requiſite to the retaining of ſuch a OI 
|Benefice, which doe not onely vſurpe 
many, but infinite ſuch Benefices,which 
though they would, yet by no poſſible 
means are able to ſatisfie their charge, 
which by violent intruſion or ſubtile 
ſhiftes and colourable deuiſes , doe 
ſeeke to retaine them, and laſtly witk.- 
out all lawfull diſpenſation hold them, 
all ages and times haue not onely lear- 
nedly declaimed , but grieuouſly ex- 
claimed, lifting vptheir voices like a 
trumpet againſtthem, The neceflnie is 
vrgent or enforcing , to diſpenſe then 


when many vnfit men areto be found, 
E 3 and 
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and: fewe fir for the gouernment of | of! 
Churches, and inſtruction of foules, | mu 
which calc may ſometimes fall our, ar} co! 

which time it ſhall be neceſſarie to der 

commit two churches to one man, ra-| * 1 

ther then to ſuffer them'to be deſtitute} bro 

of paſtorall care, and fpirituall foodey teat 

and teaching : or in 8, the churches} par 

are poore, and one maketh an incom-} wh 

petent ltumg. The vrtilitie 15 apparent] ten. 

when the churches are infeted with} ſucl 

ſchiſme and hzreſie, vpon the new re-| alw 

formation of which decaied eſtare off cue 

thechurch,it is profitableto plant ſuch} aml 

paſtors asare able to diuide a right thef- gre/ 

- word, conuince aduerfaries and gaiu-f wt- 

| faters, andpreach ſound doctrine: in| nece 

cafe the church of Chriſt had beene| deg 

_ rainted with Arrianiſme and Pelagia-| hig 

ni{me as of old , or Anabaprtiſme, and| or \ 

chan Libertiniſme, or ſuch like poiſonablc| or | 
'& literatas Uicreſtes as of late. The prerogariue of 
Poſey, que merits 15 euident, where woorthy men 
$cisſun bs. Muſt be worthely rewarded, whole 
norande, =Pgittsare ſhining inthe church, whoſe 


Purantss 1.1. laborsare aboundant, the teſtimonies 
particul, 1, de 


diſcnſations. of whoſe gifts is extant inthe ſchoole} 
=n q 


> 
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| of learning, and therefore theirreward 
muſt be cuidently ſet downe in the 
common-wealth, or elſe none will en- 
deuour for excellency in learning. 
* That ſuch mericorious men are a- +, ;3;perſone 
broad, and laborious or induſtrious «/# bon« & in- 
teachers, maynot ſeeme ſtrange or a®/'*& i 
paradoxe now, being faid long agoc, «ſar, & | 
who can better rule twochurches or P*regere 


duas Eccleſuas 


ten, then ſomeother one church, and ,.; 14:cem, 


ſuch doth the priuiledge of diſpenfatio gran «lms 


ynam Inn- 


alwaics reſpect. Euen fo the tenor of !" "i, 
eucry diſpenſationrunneth inthe pre- cum iamdudux 
amble, Mares in ſacris bteris pro- 2-14 $ 
greſſis pr emia maiora poſtulant && plures ya. Sms © 
vite quotidiane neceſſitates plura vit e Angelic.verb, 
neceſſaria ſubſidia requirum. * Higher ny = ' 
degrees. in facred learning doth aske * 744.rg/P. 
higher rewards , and more neceſſities | .. _ 
or wants doe require more ſupplies ,.;; 49% 
or helpes. The Elders DoQorall or». 17m. 
Paſtorall,are woorthy * of double ho- 7 | 
nour,eſpecially they that labour inthe 


word : well gouerning is the cauſe of 


_ 


double honour ,'but-with this condi- 


tion, it they labor in the word : where 
as] take it)che word Hoyer it it ſignify 
E 4 maintenance 
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56 Of ſmeularity and plurality 
maintenance requireth double main- | of 
tenance, & as for Honor, it preſuppo- | th 
ſeth maintenance alwaies,.or elſe it is | th 
but ſingle Honor God wote : And as | or 
tor double, itis more then ſufficiant to | pt, 
ſome, forſingle maintenance may al- | ga 
1o be ſufticient, but nor to ſome other, } Sy 
2 - Wholevertues,gifts, and degrees muſt | th 
F | be doubly Honored: And for this | we 
| © cauſe the Fathers of the Church and | fo! 
comon-wealth, although they ought | or 
to allow to all their children , meate& | ne 
cloth, yer out of their indulgence and | m: 
tauor,& eſpecially for their labor,giue | uic 
a larger allowance for ſome reſpe& | lit] 
or due conf1deration, as 7-ſeph the go- | an 
| _ uernorof Egypt, to Beniamzn his bro- | ap 
by therin meſſesof mear gaue not dou-' | dif 
bleand treble ; but fiuerimes ſo much | fey 
asto any of his brethren,q3.Gen.34.v. | fol 
He gaue all (none excepted ) change | Be 


of raiment, but vnto Benzaman he gaue 


three hundred peeces of filuer, and | mi 
faue ſates of raiment. 4.5. Geneſ,22. v. | do 
And to diſpute with roo much curi- | ne 
oſitie, rather then cunning , of the 


tact of the fathers ofthe countrey , or | gr 


ot 
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of the fauour of thePrince, which is 
the head, in whom Eccleftaſticall au- 
thoritie and ciuil] is vnited , * is not « $;crilegge. 


onely temerity andrafhneſſe , but im- »imcrimenef 
d:i[þutare veris 


pietic and {acriledge : or to reaſon a- yz, grquem 
gainſt rhat which the Parliament and princeſs appro- 
Synode which are repreſentatiuely 201g 
the whole Church and common- 2;3en.& 6 4. 
wealth , hath proportionably laid out f*r. Secri..2. 
for learned mens allowance, in three 37 gp 
or fowre religious Princes raignes,and leg exe.deeye, 
neuer make an end of necdlefle retor- 
mation, vntill all be turned topſie tur- 
vie, ſauoureth of Sataniſmieor diue- 
liſh audacitie: Who may diſpenſe. 
| and be diſpenſed with, it is hitherto 
| apparent: vpon what cautions they are 
| difpenſableit remaineth to thew in a 
few words, all which maketh much 
for the equitie of granting pluralitie of 
Benefices , * Volumus awem ſftricteque 
monemm, cc. Wee will and {tridtly 
moniſh and require , which the law 
doth require: That in euery ſuch Be- 
| nefice from which the partie diſpenſed 
ſhall. occaſionally be ab/ert, for the 
grcater partofthe yeere, he neuerthe- 

i | Tefle | 


q - 
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lefſe doe preach 13. ſermons in theyere; 
and inthofe ſermons he doreuerently, 
religiouſly and fincerely handle the 
' word of God. And that alto in that 
Benefice, from*he which it ſhall hap- 
penthe Incumbent tor the molt part 
to be abſent or away , yet fortwo mo- 
.neths in the yere he keepe ſome termes 
of hoſpitality and reliete of the poore ; 
proutding alwayes aſufficient Miniſter 
and Curat,to be allowed by the iudge- 
ment of the Ordinarie of the place to 
adminiſter facred and ſacramentall 
things, andable to expoundand inter- 
pret the principles of Religion, andto 
deliuer vnto them the Vord of God, 
if the reuenew and profits of the Bene- 
fice will beare it. - 
My inferenceis, if the granting of 
diſpenſation in caſe of pluralities be 
notrepughant tothe Law of God, if it 
be allowed by the Canon and Prouin- 
ciall law, if the lawes of the realme vp- 
onthevery beginning of reformation 
- withinthe realme doe giue due limi- 
rations to the repreſling of the exceſle 
of vnumeaſurable pluralities of the on. 
O 
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of Rome, and doth there ſet downea 
mitigation of former extremities and 
conuentent allowance for a learned 
Miniſteric, they then do bur loſe their 
Jabor which skirmiſh with pluralities, 
or vaiuſtly charge the keepers of the 
Law with the intquitie of the ſame; or 
calumniate others as breakers of the 
Law, or denigratethem with the infa- 
mie of careleſſ; e,and wiltull,and conri- 
nuall Non-reſtdency from their cures, 
who themſclues haue a relation to 
their owne flocks committed to their 


charges, who by other deputed order- 


ly thereunto, make a prouiſionall-care 


 wholeauean inſtructing and edifying 


ſeruice alwates in the place. All which 
with the circumſtances aboue rehear- 
ſed being diligently prouided for, I ſee 
no reaſon to: charge pluralitics with 
ſuch odious imputations of abſolute 
Non-refidency, or continuall abſence 
or defertion of duetie or relinquith- 
ment of the military: ſtation or place. 
Finally,no man (notwithſtanding ma- 
ny.frigolous obieions and idle colle- 
ions which. in ſo many. pamphlets 


haue / 


A 


\ 
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haue beene throwen abroad , thereby 
to make abſence froma Benefice hate 
full, I ſay no man) as yet on our ſide 
did euerdetend anabſolute eſtranging 


of the Paſtors fromrheir charge, orin 


caſe of abſence the Teacher being oc- .| 


ca{tonally abſent, may not apply him- 
ſelte truitfully elſewhere and to his 
owne parith by godly directions. 

It followeth vpon the premiſles, 
that ſuch maner of pluralitics doth not 
deduce to Non-Refidency , or to a 
meere priuation or abſence from the 


place , or diſcharge of the duetic of 


theplace. Here it may be queſtioned 


whether Non-refidency x22 nin ſome 
reſpe& for ſome time and vpon ſome 


occaſion or cauſe , be to be termed 
Non-Refidency, «mw: abſolutely, and 
whether a man may beabſentfrom his 
jon , as theſe peremptory men doe 
vtterly denie, and we defend inthe at- 
firmatiue part. It ſeemeth Non-Reſi- 
dencie is not abſolutely againſt the 


Law of God, or dire&ly oppoſit, as1 


ſhewed before : for if it were fimplie - 


impious, then for none occaſion, no 
not 


Me Wi (hd 2 < 


% aa et o rod eh acts Ek 


| 


| 


' 


_ | theirfriendsin halfe aſcoreſhires, or 
| in-rrauclling halfe a ſommer from 
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! not for an houre , might a man be a- 
way, no more than hee may for an 


houres ſpace. vſe blaſphemie againſt 
God. And then itſhould follow, that 


at no time, vponnocauſe, vpon no 


|-commandement of his ſuperiour , no 


ambaſſage abroad, for no attendance 
ypon the Prince at homefor no proſe- 
cution of Law to recouer or keepe his 
right, forno ſeruice ofthe Church for 
no pacification of Schiſme, nor con- 
ſulration of matters of the church , f1- 


nally for no remedy and reſtitution of 


health a man may haue a coadiutor or 
ſubſtitute vnderneath him, no notan 
houre, or be Non-Reſident from his 
paſtorall. charge. But this is moſt ab- 


 ſurdinitfſelfero defend, and they who 


moſt importunately call for continuall 
Reſidencie in other , offend therein 
themſclues, as miay plainly appeare by 


- their ordinary praGtiſe,in theirrunning 


vpand downe and abſence from their 
cures, in riding to Sturbridge faire or 
tothe Ate at Oxford, or inviſiting 
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country to countty , to confirme the 


brotherhood ,"'ot in lying a' dozen 
weckes or fach a trifle at a friends 


houſe tft ofal inmectino o together 


in their Claſſical conferencies or fynodical 
bes orin Parkiment time.There- 
foreto be Non-Reſident is not vtrerly 
vnlawwtull, but where the cauſe is vn- 


Exirfilll there iris vnlawfull, to diſcon- | 


tinue or be awa ay from a Benehick Or 
cure”,  andthat fora nime; where Gods 
fi: arid nature and other poſttine and 
proc lawes , doe diſperife with 
Son Reſidency (as in diners cales) it 


is not vnlawfull; Non-Reſidency is 


here in deed a Fuſe , where thepeo- 


ple of Godare geſtiture of ſpiritialli in- 
ſtruction and that falleth our by way 
oteuent and conſequence. 

A ditpenfation for plurality of Be- 
nefices, being orderly ſuedfor & fauo- 
rably obtained (With the clauſes afore 


-maragt doth nor inure any fuch 


=_ crous, Or. irmpious efte&ts; or a- 
abſolurc elravging o of the' Pour 
m his flocke; reiffotore NonRefi- 


ſdeney chpecially ina Churchas'the 


Church 


| 
ſ- 


| 


Church of Englandifſo well reformed 


| and vnderſtanding of the word,which 
we hauecuery day,foasthe world gro- 
| weth inexcuſable of their Arhetme. 
and 4 "OI and prophaneſſe 


| and lyrurgy of fo inſtructive andedt- 


 mematricall conclulion : which is the 


{ ofacontroucrſy:and without this ma- 
| nerof {cholaſticall dealing , all kinde 


 theorher, are but anheape of waſte 


| Norwithſtanding , thoſe opinatiue 
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in ſuch multitudes of the preachers of 
the Word, which are encreafed cuery 
day in time of ſo much knowledge 


of lite., finallic in the adminiſtration 
lying a feruice which 1s read in-our 
euerallcongregations,cuery day. All 
the arguments on the contrary fide, 
it you muſtre them are few in num- 
ber, and weake in force , if they: be 
encountredas they may be with han- 
dic ſtroke of Sillogiſme, or enthy- 


fayreſt & moſt compendious deciſion 


of All 


cgations on the one fide and on 
wordes and the further way about. 


men who diſpute againſt pluralities 
haue licle more toſay then this _— 
e101 at 
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hath beene an hundred times anfiye- 
red and fayd and reanſfwered againe. 
A miniſter, or oneminiſter may haue 
but one Benefice,'Say rhey, forno man 
may haue more then he is able to dil- 
charge, and no man 1n any meaſure is 
ableto diſchargemorethen one, and a 
reaſon is becauſe he can not preach in 
ſeaſon, and'out of ſeaſon tothe people 
commitrtedto hischarge, as faint Paul 
enioineth : or, nh ſort, aminiſter is 
a{heapeard and his congregation'is a 
floke, and he muſt attend on his flocke 
and one ſhepherd can not attend rwo- 
flocks, for he muſt alwaies goin and 
out before the theepe of his flocke. 
Furthermore the miniſters are liuing 
Oracleslively paterns and ſamplers of 
holines, of integrity, and of vertuous 
lite, they are leaders, feeders, guides, 
mnſtructors, and direers of theire 


| flocks, whereotthe holy Ghoſt hath | 


made them ouerſeers, thatistofay of 
their ſcuerall charges, ſeuerall congre- 
ations or pariſhes,and ſcuerall flocks. 
which emplieth vnity or ſingulari- 
ry ofcharge, and: not a plurality or 
Jy multiplicity 


| 2 of \Benefices: | x i 6 3 
* | multiplicity offlocks. Adde vnto this 
* | thattobeplacedin two cures;$4y rhey, ,, 


Benefici« 


is marchandizc or filthy gaine;& none orum perri Re 


2 | ſhould ferue rwo maſters, God and #f.4-4jpen). 
= | maminon.So euery pluralitt is a mam- (# wr 4 
moniſt by rherr interpretation. Againe 

iris to aſpire higher and higher , 

and notto ſtay in thevocation where- 

in weare called, which is torranſgrefle _ 

[he Apoftles'rule : laft of all becauſe * <7: 
> | plurality and refidency are'opoſite and 


contrary the one to the otherand irre- 


I 


- 


> 

| 2 Pid. Rebuff. 
ec concileably difioyned. All theſe-and Topps of 
f the like ſophiſtications of theirs 3 de- [ponſ.ad armum, 


Nec obeſt, 


duce;as they thinke roneceſliry of fee- ,,,z ,,,, p./r: 
ding, & that feeding one flocke, or to »rrique ſervire 
5 impoſſibility of teeding, ifaman vn- !*” > 94% hoc 


oterit facere 


dertake two flockes , or tO INCONUCNI- per alium : non 
enceor ab{urdity for him to be away Pun Paulus 


or abſent from his flocke , who hath 9a en" 
vadertakena flocke, and therfore muſt naliter in Ec- 
teede: To the-firſt of theſe arguments 6 OY 
a plaine anſwer e 1s and muſt fir {t of all Face hs 
” [be grantedthat no miniſter muſt haue & tame» <b1p- 
2+ [morethen in fome meaſure he ts able eebes 
to diſcharge, that is by himſelte or ſuf- almenra, 


1 Atinn +1 | . _wvtipſe teſtacyr, 
icient depuration: * as forthe deputa Chinn 
wig b bf 0mk | Lon 


m_— - __ 
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tion it is and euer was lawfull either 
in ciuill or ecclefiaſticall funftion as 
when the magiſtrate or Miniſter 1s a- 
way : and thatthe Miniſter may beab- 
ſent is proued before, or if it be not 
true in thetormer caſes , then ioine 1{- 
ſue with vs and make ſome inſtance to 
the contrary, and if it be true then 
yeeld to the trueth,that by leaue of Jaw 
and leauing ſufficient dire&tion the 
Miniſter may be away, andyet receine 
wages and procurations and mainte- 
nance from them as Saint Paxle of the 
Philippians. 

As for the reaſon he can not preach 
Lrgrews drgipws in ſeaſon and out of fea- 
ſon it he be corporall abſent,as when a | 
man dotIfperfonally reſ1de:a man may | 


. preach by word,by enſample,and hol- | 


pitallity and by ſubſtitution of a care- 
full curator or deputy , when he hall 
happen to be away. the reory and 
gouernment of ſmall Villages, or 
townſhips, or country pariſhes 15 not 


wholecities and Territory, whichim- 
porteh Titus and Timothy __ 
tl {calonably 


} 
2s the adminiſtration or dioceſles of | { 
i 
| 
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feaſonably and vnſcalonably to the 


obſeruation of a ſtraiter meature : be- 
cauſe it was then ſuppoſed that in ci- 
ties all things neceſlary being more 
plentifull then in the =>" , they 
might by one Benefice be ſufficiently 
prouided for and honeſtly maintained 


 orels ſhew ſome pregnancy of reaſon, 
why in very goodmeaſure, a prudent 


and diligent, and well exerciſed prea- 
cher one actiue man may not dif- 
charge two cures, being norfarre dis 
ſtant, and preach, as ſhall be ſufficient 
for both. But it inrigor of conſtruQi- 
on, you will needs vnderſtand that 
which paſleth al wiſe mens vnderſtan- 
ding , thata Preacher vpon his cure 
muſt continually preach , then ſhall 
not a nan haue any time to Catechize 
his people, or baptiſe Infants, or mi- 
niſter rhe Sacrament ofthe Supper of 
the Lotd, or be allowed any time To 
pray, which he is alſo willed continual- Euk.18.:, 
ly to pray, and neuer toceaſle, then 
ſhallthere be no cauſeallowed of be- 
ingaway, nonot for anhoure, which 
mult necds be abſurd : as forthar per- 

F2 pemual 


| 
[ 22. Terem. 2. 
L 
| 


44.Elay 28, 
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petuall metaphore,or ſtrong allegory, 
viaclicer, a miniſter is athepheard, and 
_ thecongregation a flocke,and tinat the 


ſhepherd muſtarcend vpon hischurch 


or ftocke, thould not the thepheard 
fecde the flocke ? it may be likewiſe 


_ granted, but in ſome ſenle that Princes 


arc ſhepheards, and the people com- 
mitted to their charge, may be termed 


1:Reg, 22.17, ſheepe: All Iſraell was ſcattered as 


ſheepe vpon the mountaines, that had 
no ſhepheard, thatis no King: And ſo 
is Cyr called my paltor or ſhepheard; 
that is, ny gouernour or king: how- 
beir for the illative hecreupon, that 

one ihepheard can hane in charge but 

one ſheepe-flocke, may noteafilic be 


grated; for lacobinthe 20. of Gene/. 
30. Gen.z6,v, kept Labans and. his owne flocke of 


iheepe, andput them in a'zers paſtures, 
which buſinefle might the better be 
vndertaken by his vader- ſhepheards, 
And for a thepheard to goe alwaies in 
and out before his flocke i 1s not euer 


1.52M,17. 20, true, for Dauid left his fathers ſheepe 


with a keeper, and ran into the campe, 


and {o ſtandetn charged with leauing 
ie his 
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his ſheepe in the wilderneſle by his 
brother Ehb, . which neuertheleile 
were ſafely left with a keeper. As tor 
that which is viually interced heereup- 


- On, that they. are diuers flocks or di- 
_ uerlity of charges: It is but one charge, 


- as cominitted vnto one , for it 1s al- 


waies Regimen animarums, One tegi- 


ment,or cure offoules,one in tegimer, 


- and:for that cauſe not the. hauirg of 


them both, but not haning care of 


_ them, is a matter woorthy of blaine, if 


they be not looked vnto, neither 1s it 
ſmplicter , abſolutely euill tg haue 
more charges, or congregations ten 


one, for ſo Saint Paulc ſhould fall into 


this reprehenſion, .,who ſeemed 'to 


haue or beare a care of all congregati- 
ons, although Saint Pale were Apo- 
ſtle of the Gentiles Chriſt his other 
ſheepe. Concerning thatthe Mint- 


ſer ſhould be lining Oracles,and liue- _ 


ly patterns ofholineſfſe and perfection 


to their flockes , and lampes of light 
to their ſeuerall parithes, it may not be 
denied: butrhar (it they for a time be 
abſent): or leaue a Curate ſufficient, 
al! oY perſonally 


£4 
"4 
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perſonally to reſide in their place, all 
thelightof their dofrine to be exrin- 
gutthed and goc out, and all example 
ot holy and righteous converſation to 
be defaced, I ſhall vtterly denie; Tr- 
mothee whether an Euangeliſt or Bi- 
ſhop, w7& 5/, was a patterne of righ- 


O 
reouſneſſe , as well abſent as preſent : 


and ſo both the Perfon or Paſtor and | 


the Curate inhis place , may be both 


ſamplers of comelineſſe and honeſtie 


to their flocke. Ir is the [mage of ver- 
74ethat ſeruerh for imitation , not the 
corporallreſiance, and that this to be 
moſt true 1s manifeſt in Chriſt and all 
holy Chriſtians and Saints of God, 


who haue left enſamples of them-. 
ſclues, althonghthey benot corporal- 


_ lyprefentorrefident amongſt vs: En- 


_ fample in this caſe is mich, butdire- 


Eon and inſtruction doth connter- 
vaile as much , which being ſound- 


| by deljuered, may ſerve for the good 


of ſeuerall flockes and difioyned 
places. 


Now to come to that obieQion 


which isoften obicted', and as often 
_  refelled 


\ 
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refelled in euery place, where moſt ' 


plauſibly it dareth to ſhew his face: 


God forbid thateuery man of plurali- 


ties of Benefices or multiplicitic of . 


gifts ſhould bethe ſeruant of Mun. 
- 2013 7 1t is but ralhneſle of judgement 


ofthe factioniſts of our time. to con- 


demne ſo many woorthy men and 
| learned ( incomparably honeſter and 


better learned then any of themſelues) 


| of auarice and ambition, and other 
. wordly humors. We hauenot recei- 


ued Sfiritum mund: , ſed Spiritum Det, : Cer.r. 


the ſpirit ofthe world, butthe ſpirit of 


God, and by the graceof God arethe 
ſeruantsnot of Mammen, but-of the 


' high God. And as for filrhy gaine;thar 


{hould grow out of this ſeruice and 


| Paines taking ? 'eviftt en, Godineſſe 4 - 
great gaine, together with the benefit 


or gaine of contentation', if we reſt 
contented with. thatwhich lawe: doth 


-caſtvponvs, orthe fauourof lawtull 
diſpenſation, or any godly priuiledge. 
And concerning the. winning vato 


Chriſt, and gaining of ſoules, itis nei- 
therchopping nor changing,normer- 
F 4 chandizing | 
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chandizing otmensfoules;; bur rather. 


: there: where ſomewhat commeth:be- 


tweeneparty andpartie of fimoniacal] 
 compatt,and of vnlawfull chevifance: 
which thelawes ofthis land doth moſt 
-ſeuerelyborh reſtraine 8 punith, ma- 
king themdepriueable,incapable,irre- 
gular;excommunicable, which oftend, 


therein; whether it bero aſpire nigacr} 
, &higher,or breaking off from ourvo-F 
 catton:&calling, for an Ecclefialticall]- 


man trocberter by purchaſe of diſpenta- 
tion-tor pluralitie,hiseſtate,being the 
: ameeſtate, letevery wife & vnpartiall 
man "KERR be the iudge: In aſciled 
eftareof the Church ; 8&proſperiry'of 
thelame,why any man thould ſtand ar 
. aſtay., & craue no other bleſſing then 
-onely:oneatthe hand ot God ;hicher- 


-"to:4i6nde neither:cauſeonor reaton. 


- Toacquitall {ingularitic of Benehees, 


rn 
= 


«; 3 
k. - 


Of auaricious deſire, is no matter. of F 


2 Somma an. 
velica >, Be- 
mo. | 


':Z2quitic,,.or to acculc Pluraiity.of:co- 
.-Nnetguſneſle , and: that which is-called 


- @MereZlIe, crauing or hauing' of more, 


is thelike iniquitie, * tor Vt fruc#us bu- 


Bot 1ate _ ad otiiiater priatam, vel 
ad 


4 
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adaugendum parrivonium, vel? lautins 

' oivat vel vt facilins ad Epiſcopatum,vcl 

 matorem digniatem poſit aſsendere : 1m 
Fall intentione 'ertam vnuwm Beneficium 

| habere de ſe et inordinaturs, quod et 

contra rationem.: They that procure di- 

- ſpenſation to retaine: more Benehices, 
::to make gaine- and priuate conunodi- 
tie;orto encreaſetheir patrimony , or 


., toltuemoregallantly,ortoiclimbethe 


; foonerraaBithopricke, or fore other 
dignitic , they -are in;fault, and toac- 


- .quire or obtaine any one ;Benefice 


with-ſuch intentions or purpoſes, is a 
- thing inordinate- or of che-like taulr, 
ſprouting; out from the: like roat)of 
.cambition: and couetouſneſle ;in- wy 
man whatſocuer. | 
i;Finally , - touching the opipoifc tion 
Ahn pluralitic and-re{tdency, or 
,that ſame 454 325us or great or migh- 
{tic gulph orinfinitediſtance berwene 


' + the one and:the-other ,'and irrecon- 


-cileable conmricty, as omen their 
 phantaſies vie to.depaint. z.!1t.15: onely 
-maginary and not verifiableanderue: 
one ſuch lawfull pluralitie-may ſtand 


22. wh 
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F ' with prouiſionall Reſidency; neither | | 
« is it the corporall abode or perſonall | ; 
in reſidency on aplace,but the diſcharge | 
Wh ofduetie , thatihall make anſ{were vn- * | 
\n to God : neither is it the pinning of | \ 
8 the Paſtour vpontheirſleeues , or any | 
"nt ſuch like indefarigable reſidecy of the | 
| 1 Rector vpon his Rectory or Parſon On by 
Iz | hischarge, burthewell gouerningof | \ 
Þ the people and laboring inthe Word, | 1 
ty: which ſhalſauetheirſoules. Where a | |, 
(168 mans imployment is any way benefi- | ; 
(194 ciall, theſame ispraiſcable and thank{- | 1 
WW worthy with God,yertitfolloweth not | 5 
Fl that they muſt be affixedtotheplace; | | 
- ah forneither the Leuitesofolde (whoſe | *; 
PF; 1 : attendance was. required in the Tem- | \ 
pil | ple) did lie in the Temple, bur had | \ 
- [8 their ſeuerall habitations, and waited | ( 
MN (( in their courſe : nor theLeuites ofthe | | 
© i New Teſtament are-ſo narrowly tied | | 
[ . "| toacontinuallreſtdehcy.,as it law and | 
"| Wh nature could not diſpenſe with their | | 
[Tt -occaſtonall abſence. : Yea ſhepheards, | + 
who arefaidto watch ouer their flocke | + 
by night and by day are permitted to | + 
be ſometimes away. TheExchequer | . 


men 


oJ * ry 
* qJ - 


Þ; P of {> a : 


of Benefices. -- ſd 
men muſt of conueniency dwell neere 
ro Weſtminſter-hall, andthe Singing 
men of Paules necre there about , bur 
doth it follow they muſt neuer go out 


of their place? 


Toconclude this queſtion, plurality 


| and abſence froma Benefice with cure 
| of ſoulesis lawfull, with leaue and li 


cenſe of the law , with orderly depura- 


' tion : neither doth it inure Non-Refi- 


dencie, as ſome would vnerly infame 


 it,neither is it any ſinneor ſcandall as 
' perhappsſome would miſdeemeatthe 


t | firſt: incaſe theſamebe an offence or 
3 | ſcandall, we cannordoe with all, there 


are many ſcandalls of the world, and 


woe be to the world for many ſcan- 
dals at home & abroade : they that are 
childiſh or rather babiſh will be ſcan- 


dalized with euery little or offenſiue 
thing, they who are proud &pharifai- 
call will be ſcandalled alſo, euenatthe 
beſt & well diſciplined oO emu- 


latory men as theſe of the faction will | 


take offenceat or vp6 euery light cauſe 


 ornocauſe give. There isnot 


_—_ 
beſowelldeuiſed for the good otgods 


Church 
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Church butby the malice of Sataniſts 
may in.time be ouerturned;totheprx- 
iudice, hurt, and dammage , of good 
men andto the great: diſaduantage of 
God and the Churches caule. 
As, for other ordinary obicctions 
which.may.allo be more! worthily re- 
iected,it ſhal not be amiſſeto giue pla- 
them their an{were; let no Clerke be 
ced-intwo charges,, /ath the 2.. councell 
of Nice, r 5 C:forit is filthy marchan- 
dize &c.no man can ſeruetwo maſters: 
impudent men to euict their purpoſe 
will not refuſe omze genus teſtium : any 
witneſſe whatſoeuer cuen the corrupt 
and depraued, 2 cauncell of Nice,out of 
which councell they may alſo prouc 
adoration of reliques, & inuocation of 
faints,,worſhiping of images with the 
ſame worſhip , thatthe Trinity is wor- 
ſhiped as well as reproue pluralities.gf 
Benefices;let them take better counſell | 
and conſider that which'iis in theend 
_ ofthe Canon: in, Regra cimrate : letno 
| man be placed 11 MOE great cities then 
'Can/20. one, inother Townſhipsand Villages 


queſt 1.clerie . 


| Aa is lawful, 2 & fo Gratian expoungeth, 
F io and 


/ —_ 
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[andthecounſell of Chalcedon ,and the 


loſe. Aman may be intituledrorwo 
Churches it they bepoore,& with dil- 
penſation,or by way of truſt and Com- 


mendom. Touching that impertinent 


allegation : no man in very deed can 
ſerue two maſters that is contrary ma- 
ſters, God & Beliall, Chriſt and Mam- 
mon:the meanings is in plainneſle;and 
truth, let no man be placed in rwo 
charges without habiliry to diſcharge 
them both; orletno man make a filthy 


lucre of hischarge, as mechanicalland- - 


rrades-men, and vſurers,and ſhmoners 
are wont to do .: Furthermore lethim 


that hath an office wait vpo his office; Rom.12. 


and the miniſteryis an office : what of 


this? The Miniſtery isan office, ergohe 
muſt wait vpon the Miniſterie , and 
conſequently he *may not haue two 
offices : and it not two offices, ergo 
much lefle rwo Benefices;this Paralo- 
giſme is eaſily deſcried . He that hath 
an office mult attend his office : this is 
foorthwith graunted, ergo he may not 
haue two offices, this is plainly to be 


denied. He that hath an houſe muſt 


looke 


2s 7 <q » ; . de” "I 'S: . , | 4 » : n | _ \s - , 
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78 Of ſingularity andplurabity + 
looke vnto his houſe, or repaire his | 
houſe, erge, he may nothaue two hou- 
ſes torepaire; orhethathath a childe, | 
muſt looke ynto his childe, ergo, hee | 
may not haue two children to looke | 
to their education, This is childiſhly | 
E inferred : a Phyſician hath apacient, 
_ _andaLawyerhisclient, ergo, may nor 
haue two patients, or two clicnts to 
- gue attendance vnto. Concerning, | - 
the inferencie, A. man may not haue | | 
-rwo Offices, erzo, not two Benefices : | 
although I my iuſtly deniethe ante- | | 
cedentand conſequent both , becauſe | 
a man may retaine 'well and with a | | 
good conſcience two Offices or two | | 
Judiciall places, if they be ſubalternate | | 
or ſubordinate one to the other, and | « 
the one be not an hinderance or retar-  f 
dance to the execution of the other, | t 
| 
l 
| 


| yet] will inſiſt vponthe deniall of the 
Argument : for if it were in ſpeciall 
termes forbidden in Scriptures, the 

holding of two offices, which I can | t 

. notfinde, yer the lawtull holding of £ 

rwo Benefices or the equitie thereof | 

(vnder terms of Aquipollency)which | | 


of Benfices. . © 79 
Ss þ| is N93 mw and xororia oy mcay et3a.075 18 : 
1- | not forbidden, but rather comman- 
., | ded ifall the queſtion be, how many 
e | mens ſoules ſhall make vp a charge, or 
e | what quantitie of ground in citie or 
y. | countrey ſhall be the bounderie of pa- 
t, | rithes , this1s a matter of indefinitli- 
7 | mitation. In caſe any Clergie man in- 
o | tromir vpon more than hee 1s able to 
g | diſcharge, he muſt feare the Apoſtoli- 
e | call Yemihiniſ;Enaneelizem: of which 
3 | they would hauevsto be afraid. Asfor 
- | the other, which is the Propherticall 
e | Ye1. //ay. Wo be tothem that joine 
a | houſeto houſe,and land to land, vntill 
o | there be no place for the poore-, that 
e | they may be placed alone vpon the 
d | earth : whatſtir would there be if any 
r- # ſuch cleare place were extant againſt 
r, | two Benefices, as if the Holy ghoſt 
e | hadſtintedthem and no body els. Yea 


II | but the Holy ghoſt commandeth a 
e | Miniſter to giue attendance vpon the 
n |'flocke : Aitenaitevobs er wninerſo gre- 
ff | ge : Attendor take heed to your ſelves 


f | andtothe whole flock wherof the ho- 
h | ly ghoſt hath made you ouerſecrs. The 
'Y ; charge 


. I” 


So Of [rv gularitie ana plaralitie = 
charge 1s controuerſilefle:in -generalt 


tothe Biſhops of the prouince in a'ge-- 


neralitietotake heed, to thegenerall 
flocke that is to to many: flocks :' orif 
it be to. the Biſhops and-ſuperinten-/ 
dents of the flocks , and to make them 
continuetheir attendancy,& to warne 
them of: Non-Reſidency and to ex- 
cludethem from pluralitie of charges 
& flocks, what meaneth the apottle to 
ſend for themtrs their ſeueral charges, 
or to-withdrawe them from their par- 
ticular cures or flockes allthough tora - 
lealon? Therefore-allthis muſt be vn- 
deritood with the lawtull exceptions 
and' due limitations of the Apoſtles 
words , :and ſentence of ' the holy 
Ghoſt:howbeit tovree alitle turther, 


and to argue on their behalfe, is not 


a:Biſhop or Miniſter a Paſtor -or 
{heapheard ? and che people theepe of | 
the:-paſture? & is not this commande-. 
mentof feeding perperuall and innio- 
lable,;and thould wor therefore as Eſe- 


_ chit fpeaketh;aſheapheard feed his flicke? 
Tryejtis!thatthe Proph etal! egorizethy 


ſranglyby-a perpetuall metaphora-! 


of Benefices, { 8 


eainſt all ſhepheards that feed them- 


ſelues, and feed not their flocke : it is 
moſt true that a ſhepheard ſhould 
feed his flocke : and how muſt hee 
feed them? and feed them himlfelte. 
How many muſt hee fced ? Allthat 
are.committed ynto him : as many 
as Chriſt, with the purchaſe of his 


| bloud, hath dearely bought : Chrift 


biddeth Perer feede his theepe, the 


 ſheepe ofcircumciſion, thenumber is 


14 27 rag or a numberleſle num- 
er for his charge was Apoſtolicall. 
Peter is not torbid to feed the ſheepe 
of diuers ſheepefolds which were bur 
one flocke. Our Sauiour faith Paſce, 
fced : whats that ?feed, orcauſe them 
to be fedde, The Lord is my thep- 
heard, I thall not want, he maketh me, 
or cauſeth me to reſt in greene pa- 
ſture, and. leadeth me by the ſtill wa- 
ters : Hee leadeth me in the pathes 
of righteouſneſle for his names fake : 
and | £247 20 tofeed, is alway to feed 
by himſelfe, and to cauſe them to 
befedde : which is zquiualent in the 


phraſe of tceding : now in that our Sa- 
| G wiour 


23, Dial, 


21,loh.ts. 
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10. Toh.16.v. 


82 Of /mneularity andplwality 
uiour faith to Peter, Loueſt thou me 
more then rheſe : Feed my Lambes, 
and fo the ſecond and third time feed 
my ſheepe : it is more then euident 
that Chriſt committed to his charge 
divers ſheepetolds belonging to that 
flocke of theepe, foriheepe &lambes 
ſeldome goc in one paſturage, but are 
diuided and ſorted by themtielues. 
which not to be ablurd is alfo as eui- 
dent by. the words of our Sauiour : 
Other theepe I hauec aiſo, which are 


. notot this fold, themalſo muſtI bring 


and they ihall heare my voice : fo that 
{heepe of diuers folds, may not incon- 
ueniently heare the thepheards voice: 


_wholepains is the greater in reforting 


tothem : for which cauſe rwo diſtinct 
and ſeuerall pariſhes recommended to 
one iman,. maketh but one flocke, 
though two ioldes. Which diſtin- 
guiſhment of parithes the poſittue law 


Ecclefiaſtical hath deuiſed,tor if Gods 


law had ſeparated them, thenno man 


by vnion ( which is pretended) may 
contoine them, as on the contrary ſide 
that which God hath conioined, no 


man Þ} 


man _ ſeparate. And whereas it. 
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| may be fartherſaid, euery naturall bo- 


die hath his naturall head , and one 
head cannotbe ſet vpon two bodies, 
and therefore it is as vnfitting in a po- 
liticall bodie to haue morethen a po- 
liticall head, or two bodies to haue 
onehead.: Tr is eaſe to call theſe two 
flockes after they are incorporated in- 
ro one,and vnited togither, one bodie 
and one flocke to that intent and pur- 
poſe : but this is an vnproper Deno- 
mination , to call either parts homoge- 


zeal, or heterogeneall of an entire bo- 
die, orthe leſt member or parcels of 


Chriſts myſticall body, by the name 
ofanabſolute or politicall body : and 
itis alas impropertoſcall the Paſtorof 
a pariſh by the name of an head. The 
head of the myſticall body which is 
the Church, is Chriſt which is the 
head, andhe is the eſſentiallhead, by 
whom the whole body being cou- 
pled and knit together in euery ioint, 
for the furniture thereof, receaueth an 
encreaſe. Next vnder Chriſt his' pri- 


+» ®O ., x | : 
macie, the king hath ſupreinacy : At- 
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8 Of ſeneularity and plurality. 
ter whom the Archbiſhopin his pro- 
uince, andthe Bithop in his Dioceſle 
may be tcarmed a Miniſteriall head: 
but tor cuery Paſtor or Pariſh in coun- 
trey and citic to be fo called by the 
pame of a body or head,is a moſt abu- 
ſiue or catachreſticall maner of ſpea- 
king : tor they.are but members of the 
 Dioceſle, whereofthe Dioceſan is the 
| head, andthe whole prouince or Dio- 
ceſle is the Eccleſtaſticall body: ſo that 
the belonging oftwo Benefices to one 
beneficed man, 1s as two charges to 
one gouernour, and two toldes ro ane 
/ Paſtor, twocompanies to one leader, 
,two familics to one father , not two 
bodics to one head. Adde vnto this 
the many diſproportions betweene' a 
naturall and political! both head and 
body, and the manifold abſurdities-if 
ſuch contormitie be vrged in all re- 
ſpecs between the one andthe other : 
forif they were correſpondent ech to 
* Other, and that in euery point, then as 
when the head is deadly wounded,the 
bodie naturall dieth : ſo when the king 


common- 


Who is the politicall head dicth, the 


- bd 4 


(Sl 
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common-wealth ſhould die. And that 
no king thould be king ouer three 
kingdoms,which are three bodies po- 
lirike, becauſe no head can be an head 


of three naturall bodies : Marke this 


_ argument of theirs , and the con- 


ſectaries thereof , whether it ſtriketh 
nor at the very head . The concluſi- 
on of all is, either two pariſhes may 
be committed to one ſufficient man, 
which 1s that we call pluralitics, or 
tiey may not be committed , by rea- 
ſon of ſome itrong impediment, or 
or barre againſtit in the law of God: 
not in Gods law ; for nothing is ſct 
downe of diſtin&tion of pariſhes in fo 
many fil}ables inthe word of God: for 


| allis of meere poſitiue law of man:nei- 
| theris there any inſt meaſure or ſtan- 


dard of enery miniſters-liuing , laide 


downe inthe Scriptures', bur all run- 


| neth on inthoſetermes of ſufficiencie, 
of competencie , of maintenance, of 
| reward, of recompence, of participa- 
tion of al good things, ofreaping tem- 
| porall or carnall commodities of ho- 

nor and double honor, and ſuch other 


G3 _ allot- 
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- allotmentsforthe miniſtery and doing 

of theiroffice. But if they may be per- 

mitted, videlicet, two ſeucrall parithes 
roone ſufficient man, then alſo diſpen- : 
ſations are to betolerated and permit- | 

red thereupon, which is that we de- 

fend; orelle a learned Miniſtery thall 
lacke maintenance, ( as the ſtate of 
things now'/ſtangeth) it they ſhould ' 
not be permitted: if one Benefice be 
not acompetentliuing, it ſhallbe law- 
tull with the circumſtances aforeſaid, 
to adde another thereunto,for the ber- 
tering ofa Church-mans eſtate.A Be- 
nefice now a daies is nothing lefſe then 
a Benefice,and an Eccleſtaſticall huing 
nothing lefſe then that which affoor- 
deth livelihood or ſufficiency of li- 
uing; eſpecially if you ſpeake of fingu- 
larity orof one Benefice : and ſo(atew 
Benefices exceptcd) all benctices may 
be reſembled to the counſels of cer- 
Demeft, Philip, Caine Orators in DemoFthenes daies, 
- which he compareth to the diets of 
ſicke INCN: STE Tot GY UL ErnJnow wr SmYvy- 
z«y i. Which neither giue a man lite, 
' nor ſuffer him to die, The pittances 
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are ſo ſmall , the annuities, penſions, 
contributions , impoſitions are ſo ma- 


_ ny in compariſon of that which was 


paid in former times : and as for that 
which is now paid, it 1s either long de- 


" tained before it can be paid, and fo 


paid vawillingly,or ific muſt needs be 


' paid, after extreeme delaies, & expen- 


ces, after ſo many prohibitions, which 
are common and catfie, and conſultati- 
ons which areſeldome and not fo eaſy 
to be had , with an euill conſcience ar- 
the length they are paid, thatthe olde 
ſaid ſawe is verified {till : Laict ſemper 
ſunt non modo infenſi, ſed infeſti cleri- 
ca + The Laitie is alwaies offended 
with the Cleargie , and ready to hurt 
what they can: they muſt view and re- : 
utew,& inuiew the proceedings ofthe 
Church : Some few Honorable and 
wiſe , & learned amongſtthem excep- 
ted outof this number : Contra manſue- 
tosterre res fraudulentiſimas excogt- 
tant, all their deuiſe is to diſgrace 
and deface and put downe 


them God would haue 
2duanced, p 
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Of the friends and enimies of Pluraliries, 
and of other Eccleſia fticall ſuperiorities 
4 and iuriſdictions , all which impor- 
teth an inequality or imparity 
among#t men of the 
| Charch. 


277 Lthough it bee moſt 
i true which the mouth 
© | oftrueth hath ſpoken, 
Z @ man hath enemies 
or IE rm thole of his owne 
houſe : Yet itis nolefle truethart it is 
moſtdifficill and hard to finde who are 

a mans friends , and who are-his eni- 

mics, both within and without the 

doore of his houſe : ſuch is the 1n- 

ſinuatiue hypocriſie and colourable 

dealing of one man with another that 

it is an harde peece of worke to di- 

ſcerne friends from foes, euen in the 

 Churchot God,which is Gods houſe; 
Notwithſtanding bicauſe(it the viſour 

of hypocriſie and other counterfei- 

ſance be taken from their faces) it is 

JE __ eaſter 
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eaſier found out, my enquirie or in- 
ueſtigation ſhall be of thoſe onely 


who arecither diſſembled friends, or 


profeſſed foes, whereof the one dance 
in anct, and ſuppoſe themſelues to be 


| ſeeneotno men, and are ſecne of all 


men, the other areſuch , whoſe can- 
kred malice, and ſhameleſle hoſtilitie 
againſt the mount of Sion and walles 


of Ierufalem,and the builders thereof, 


as the ſunne at noonetide thining is 
moſt euidently and cleerly to be ſeene. 
Thefriends and enimics of Pluralitics 
and Eccleſ1a(tica]l dignities, are of di- 
uers ſorts ; our friends are fewer in 
number then our enimies: Howbett 
more preualent then our enimies : and 


1o indeed more with vs then againſt 


vs : and therefore firſt her late facred 
Maieſtie, and his moſt excellent Ma- 
ieſtie, and other godly and religious 
Princes before them , rheir principall 
ſpirits of wiſedome illumined with 
Gods trueth, together with the heroi- 
call prudent ſpirits of certaine Hono- 
rable perſonages of the Nobilitic and 
Counſell;, and other induſtrious lear- 


ned 


MM mT __ _Ck[MTUTUraTrT=_ AN 
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go 'Ofthefriends and enemes 


ned men, affecting a prouident care of 
rae polteritic of the church,and patto- 
 nizing theprelent citate of Church di- 
{cipline, haue cuer ſtood our friends, 
and cuer refi{ted the priuate ſpirits of 
theſe new-tangliſts, or contentious 
and quarrelous men : all which eni- 
mies of Pluralities and dignities are or 
may be dizeſted into their ſcueral! 
rankes, fo that we may reckon vpon 
this diuiſton, all to be either enimics 
or friends, excepting ſuch as thinke 
 Plurabries tobe requiſite and fit remu- _ 
neration tor learned men , but they _ 
willnot giue any man a ſecond Bene- 
fice that hath one already, which ſcru- 
pleariſerh vpon this, that they ſuppoſe 
roo great diſtance of Benefices wich 
cure tobeinconuenient, or for ſome 
other con{ideration beſt knowen to 
themlelues , or perhaps they thinke 
tzemſelues onerated in conſcience for 
the truſt repoſed in them by the prince 
and ſtate to giue and beſtow vpon e- 
uery one, one Benefice , vntill all be 
prouided for, and not before, againſt 
whom I willnotargue, {ith they are 
NO 
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no way our enimies or neutrally af- 
tected,but apter a great deale to be our 


friends. | 

Amongſt the multitude of them 
who are enimies, I1nay number thoſe 
who hauenoliuing atall, or have li- 


 ving too too much : they who haue 


no liuing at all, are certaine penurious 
and greedy , or hungry companions, 
who wtllnot ſtay their time, but muſt 
be preterzed in haſte , and commonly 
betore their deſert, andcreepe into the; 


world before they are ripe, or flitter 


before they are fluſh, or runne awaic 
as the Lapwinge withtheir thels vpon 
their head our of the Vniuerſities, as 
ſoone as they ſce aman haue rwo Be- 


' nefices, their enutous cie is faſtened 


vpon one; which is much to be mith- 


ked. They who haue too much luing 


are thoſe whoſe lippes are {weerened 
with thc fatre of impropriations , and 


- they would haue more, They take 


vp all with the angle, they catchit in 


their net , and gather it in their yarne , apakuck, 


whereof they reioice, and are glad, 


therefore, they ſacrifice vnto their ner 
and 


-_ 
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and burne incenſe to their yarne, be- | 
cauſe by them their portion is fat, and | 
their meat plenteous :ſhall they there- | 
fore ſtretch out their net and that | 
continually tofſlay the nations ? * 

Iwrite not this tothe prejudice of | 
thoſe who haue any or many 1mpropre- | 
ated ene ices, andlawtully hold them 
although I may boldly maintaine it | 
more lawfull ofthe two, to hold two | 
Benefices with cure of foules thentwo | 
diſcured or impropriated liuings asthe | 

_ worldeitecmeth them; and how they 
are citeemed void of all cure the Lord 
knoweth , but my diſputation is dire- 
ed againſt thoſe who vnder a co-_ 
lour of Foppoſir tion againſt pluralities, 
giue a fecret blow to all Ecclefiaſticall 

preferments and liuings, would haue 
rhe tithes brought home from Gods 
barne to their owne, and reduce all to 
penſions, and would {weepe the 
Church cleane : theſe are the moſt 
peſtilent enginers againſt the Biſhop 
and clergy , againſt the Deane and 
Chapter; that isthe Eccleſiaſtical ſenate 


and other prebends atlarge, all which 
is 


of Plaralities. 93 


| is couertly vndertakEfor the moſt part 
by the impugners of pluralities , the 
| practiſe whereof ſpringerh trom this 
| originall , notſo much fromhatred of 
| pluralities or duplicities of liuings, but 
| from an intention forſooth to reduce 
and bring backe all ro the primitiue 
| and Apoſtolicall ſimplicity, which 
| without Apoſtolicall and primitiue 
and extraordinary gifts reduced toge- 
| therwithit, is a fond conceit, and a 
| yaineintention. As for Platonicall co- 
munitie or Anabaptiſticall contuſion 
| which is the daughter of parity orany 
 luch monaſticall conuerſation, which 
| ſome would haue tobe Euangelicall 


perfection, I hope they notſo much 


| as dreame of, albeit they dote vpon 


 ſomeſuch like phanſied Church pol- 


licy,and gouernment of the Church. 


| Butrather as I touched before, ariſeth 


trom a deteſtable and implacable ha- 
tred againſt all Ecclitaſticall ſuperiori- 
ty 8 foch like imparities, they would 
haue one man as good as an other, 
which is as much as they ſaid inTwſcu- 
lans queſtions. Nemode nobis yn - 

« CeUat 
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cellar , letnon of vs be better then o- 
ther. Andin caſe any ſuch one be bet- 


ter in gifts, better in liuelehood, better | 


in place, orſuperior in dignity , or in 


Eccleſtaſticall authority :9-mmem exupe- | 


_ rantiam virtutuoaimus, all berterneſle 
orpreheminency of vertue (ſay they) 


let vs hate. Howbeit firſt let them 


vnderſtand what this ſuperioritie 1s, 
and let then vnderſtand vs, and let 
.vs/ vnderſtand one the other, and 
then let them become enemies to 


that which they knowe :, oderunt nos | 


eratis, if they hate vs caulcleſlie fo 
letthem hate. That one Miniſter may 
haue more linings then an otherand 
better meanes to line by the Church. 
[ haueſhewed before , that inthe Mi- 
niſtery ſome muſt be both preferred in 
luing and higherplaced inauthoritte, 
in a well ordered Common-wealth, 
and well diſciplined Church,Thauein 
pare declared, and will how enlarge 
ſomewhat more, forthe ſatisfaftion of 
curious men. - tb. 
They who would haue paritie a- 
mongſtthe Miniſters, would likewiſe 
7 mainte1nc 
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mainteinethemto be all equalled firſt 


either in equalitie of gifts, and cquali- / 


tie of liuing : or all to be of inequalitie 
of both gitrs and liuings : or els to be 


| nequall of gifts and equall in liung : 
| orvnequall of liuing & equal! of gifts; 


tor theſe are the parts: To make them 
who arcſutable and equall in gitts by a 
poſitiue or generall law, to be interi- 


. or and behinde one another in li- 


oainſ the lawe of diſtri- 


ung, wereag 


\ butiue 1uſtice, at the leaſt againſt e- 


quitie : To make them who come 
'nort of the beſt gifr, equall in pre- 
ferment ; were greater iniquitie : To 


| defend all ro be equall in gifts and e- 
quall in linings, /z»u! & /emel, were. 


impoſſbbilitic : To mainteine inequa- 
litie of both gifts and linings, is the 


matter we ſeeke for, and by argumen- 


tation and reaſon, is deduced fromthe 
authoritie of Scriptures, and praxis of 
the Church. The enemies of pluralities 
and friends of paritie, are for the moſt 
part haters of alleminencie of gifts, & 
{worne enemies vnto all fanding ſupe- 
rioritie of Miniſters ouer Miniſters " 

the 
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the church of England, and are ina mas 
nerthe ſame, accuſing alwayes the in- 
cqualitic & rule whichare exerciſed in 
the church for order and Chriſtian 
policie of arrogant dominion or Anti- 

_ chriſtianryrannie. For fo the faſhion 
is of theſe diſcontented perſons,ro tra- 
duce in their ſpeeches all Archiepifco- 
pall iurifd1&ion inthe Prouince, or c- 
piſcopall authoritiein the Diocelle, or 
archidiaconall power , or any other 
{ubordinate authoritie in theirlimits, 

_ orwhatſocuerels branch of ciuu1lpows- 
er & {uperioritie annexed to their,pla- 

_ ces,for the well being of the ſame,and 
to {princkle it with ſuch aſperſions of 
domination & proud lordlinefle, as if 
taoſe callings did afte& nothing elle 

; than terrene glory and worldly ho- 
nours,and minde carthly things. The 
Biſhops are the ſucceſſors of the Apo- 
{tles.,and are of the better ſort and con- 
ditionof citizens, for they are citizens 
of the Common-wealth they liue in, 


and are not nor ought to be without | 
all rule and ſupertority , or other ciuill | , 


| honour,ifit becaſt vpon them _ as |. 
or 


of Pluralities. 97 - 
« | for any ciuill jurifdition which. Bi- \ 
- | ſhopsorfomeecdeſiaſtical men haue, 
1 | it is not claimed by them as due to 
1 | their fun&ions, but impoſed by-the 
- | Princeasvponſubiedts ſeruiceablefor 
1 | theRealme,andfor credit to their pla- 
- | ces,as Counſellec,Embaſlador,luſtice 
- | ofPeare,andthelike: although ſome 
- | of the Presbyteriall factiondo call for 
r þ 1tasdue,and that Miniſters and Eccle- 
r | fſiaſtical perſons may &in re{pe they 
, | are wiſe and learned ought to be of 
- | counſell of Princes in affaires ciuillof 
- | the Common-wealth,and to giue ipc- 
d | cialldireQion cuen in ſetting vp and "» 
xf | depoſing of Princes, £.3. Depolitia.ct- 
if | wh & Eccleſraica, which chalenge of 
e | theirs proceedeth from adiſtempered 
)- | humour, and abominable arrogancie. 
e | And becauſe there are many reſem- 
>- | blances betweene Eccleſiaſticall and 
1- | ciuillauthoritie, and the exact laying 
s | foorthof auill authority-ſerueth-.aptly 
1, | forthe vnderſtanding of the other,and 
fortheclearing of the Biſhops and 0- 
ther that exerciſe Eccleſiaſticall 1uril(- 
dition theſe mary. yeeres, both. be- 
\ i H fore 
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fore and ſithence reformation in the 
land, of the imputation of dominion 
or tyranny ouer their inferiours, I 
thinke it not amiſſe(itit may notſeeme 
tedious in ſo ſhort a diſcourſe and the 
rather becauſe I was lately called be- | 
fore a Right Honorable preſence of | 
Lords & other of his Maieſties Coun- | 
cell by commandement, to fatisfie the 
ſcrupulous conſciences of certaine di{- 
contented perſons; who propoſed ma- 
ny things againſt the authoritie and 
gouernment of Bithops , bur in fine, 
would neither oppoſe nor anſwer in 
the doubts which theſelues propoſed) 
and I willdiſtributeciuill or temporall 
authority into his parts & differences | 
according to Ariſtotle & other learned | 
politicians. Authority cinillor tempo- | 
rall, asthe comon phraſe of ſpeech is, | 
is either eeconomicall as that which is | 
exerciſed withinthe limits ofa family, 
or politicall ouera great ſocierie, ceco- 
nomicall is either 3-u«&, of the huſ- 
/ I band ouer the wite, being the moſt | 
' 1 JM moderate of al; or zz«&-,of the father 
* "'ouer the children being more way £ 
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andlarge, or weizz&, which isof two 
ſortes, either of the maſter of the houl- 
hold, ouerſuch as be of condition free 
men, and 1s leſle mildethenthe other 
ewo , or of the Lord ouer bondmen 
and villains, which is moſt ſeucre and 
abſolute ofall other : Now for Polts- 
call authoririe, itis either ſupreme or [0- 


| weratgne or elle ſubordinate and delega- -* 


ted . Soueratgne or ſupreme 15 either 
abſolute called mudene, which is of 
two ſorts, S:rmm®> that is called feig- 
neuriall, ſuch as TAvguſtzs and Nerus 
and.Traian, and Adrian, and Marcus 
Aureliz and other Emperors had and 
vied, who though they had all autho- 
rite in them without reſtraint, ſo that 
their word was alaw , yetdid they vic 
it according to the rules of ciuill ho- 
neſty,& according to law : or vezuG, 
tyrannous, where not onely their will 
becamealaw , bur they alſo abuſe it, 


contrary to all rules of ciuill honeſtie 


and moderation of the law, as the em- 


| pire of Turkes and other Barbarians 


who! reuerence not Chriſt and his 


Goſpell : or otherwiſe/limited by cer- 
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! 


teine bounds of lawes : Thatwhich is | 


two kindes, either vniuerſally lItmited 


ſoueraigne and yetlimited, is alſo of 


24s i5the auithoritie'of ordinarie chiefe 
magiſtrates in all free comon-wealths, 
4s - Dukes of Venice & ſuch other 
AS COMe neere it : or reſtrained bur in 
part, as forthe moſt part in all Chrifti- 
an monarchies and kingdomes : for al- 
beit kings and ſuch ſoueraigne- mo- 
narches, are ſo tied to lawes,that they 
cannot diſpoſe of their ſubiects liues. 
or livelihood and goods contrarie to | 
the layes, yctthey are ar libertie to al- 
low oldifatlow lawes to be made, to 
enhance or decrie the price or ftan- 
derd of their coines, to pardon offen- 


ders condemned by law, and to wake 


warre or peace, truice or league. As 
for thoſe which haue ſubordinate or 
delegated authoritie by the' ſupreme 


Magiſtrate, they may not exerciſe nor 
claime more then isallowed them, ei- 


ther by commiſſion or by law. of all 


theſeauthorities there is none ſimplie 
' forbiden, or altogither vnlawfull, bur 


the tyrannicall gonernement which 
al : maketh 


1 Is | 
of 
ed 
efe 
hs, 
1CT 
in 


ti- 
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maketh ſelfe-will a law, and thatis: vt- 
terly. forbidden in ciuill and Eccleſia- 
ſticall policy to all good Chriſtians. 
Now to apply this to the purpoſe in 
band, widelscet, tothe authoritie that 
Biſhops haue in thisRealme, amatter 
of ſuperioritie,: ſo much oppugned by 
theſepert or rather malepert compani- 
ons,it cannotbe reſembled to, cono- 
micall, authoriry ( albeit a Biſhop i in 
ſome-ſenſe, as aBithop is called a fa- 


e 
t 


1 


ther of thoſe incharge, and the huſ- 
bandof that C _hureh 3 in a kinde of fig- 
 nification, wheregfhe js Biſhop.) and 
thatfor-rwo caules ; firſt,in that A au- 
thoritie is not conteined in the pre- 
cin&s of one family , burſtretcheth ir 
ſelfe ouer wany congregations, which 
comprehendeth many | families. An 
other cauſe is , for that the Biſhops 
neon ( which the fadioniſts ſup- 
ro e tobe fo tranſcendent and illimita- 

le, is. tied by the lawes, not, onely 


11 |- wharnotto.doe,burhe is alſo directed 


and, appointed what to doe : whereas 
czconomicall authoritic hath no pub- 


like BaWes Poſtine, commanding a man 
H 3 OW 
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how to'gouerne his family”, but 'bnely 
Nezatine, whar'they may nor doe'in 
that Fouernment, as not to hurt tor 
kill; neither childe, wite, nor feruant, 
arid ſich like inciſive prohibiriotis 7 | 
. andastorfupreme power, whether ci- | 
uill oxeccleſiaſticall;; abſolite'srlitnt- | 
table authoritie ; our Biſhops neither 
vie'nor claime/* Ir isthatwhich' they 
" coridemne in the Pope;as weltforthar 
as ſucceſſor of the Apotles, he claim- 
eth both ſiyords, and''caithly king; 
domesto be histoilpoſe', ab atte 
ſalbenrhabits, as Bellar ime diſtin guiſh: 
eth tb-his owne great confuſion; aval- 
ſo for that in matrersEccl efraſticall;he 
chalengeth to himfelf,)& vſurpeth'nor 
onely' ſeigneuriall, bit even tyranni- 
call authority, tor he may iudgea,and 
be iudgedof none;'tnay carie millions 
offoules vnto hell , and none may fay 
to him, Domine cir "y facts ? may com 
maiind angels to catric and'recatrie 
ſoules at his- pleaſure', may" pardon 
ſinties'paſt and t6 e6me 7yeain mat- 
rets Eccleſiaſticall,*may doe whathe 
Lit, ashis owne' flarrerers and-claw- 


backs 


backes, haue ſometimes faid and now 


would vnfay:; all this Lordly abſolute 


tyrannous and vſurped authoritie is 
condemned in the Scriptures. There 
remainerth then to the Biſhops of the 


| - Realme, none other bur ſubordinate 


and 4e/egared authoritie , which they 


j haue partly from God,and partly from 
| rheSoueraigne Chriſtian magiſtrate : 


and this is the point which is not well 
vnderſtood of the vulgar fort, or is 
commonly miſtaken of m any {ortes of 


people, but principally or perhaps 


' wittinglie or maliciouſhe miſcon- 


ſtrued of thoſe who band themſelues 
again(t the orderly gouernment and 
fatherly iuriſdiction of the Biſhops of 
England. From God they haue their 
authority to preach and miniſter the 
Sacraments, and not from the Prince 
but from Chriſt himſelte, 28. Mathew © 
Goeteach all nattons Baptiſing them 
&c.. Onely the Princes giueth chem 
publique liberty,without let or diftur- 
bance, to doe that which Chriſt hath 
commanded : all thatPrinces giue in 
this reſpeR , isnot by way of commil- 

H 4 lion 
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ſion butby a free permiſſion that with p 
peace and praiſe ,"with diligence and * 
alacritie they may doe their duties. 
From God they haue allo either firſt 
to plant orelſeto gouerne, and direct |j 
Churches planted already, to ordeine F 
Miniſters and Deacons, and likewiſe 
tie vicand power of the keies, either 
by looling the penitent , according to 
the Scriprure, or binding the unpeni- 
tent; the laſt of which is done by fiue 
meanes : firſtby admonition; ſecond- 
ly by reprehenſion; thirdly by fuſpen- 
fion; fourthly by excommunication 
and fiftly by Anathematiſme , which 
is the greateſt of all : The three firſt , 
of which cenſures Eccleſftaſticall are 
in vic and practiſe , common to all 
Miniſters, ſo farre as ſuſpenſion is 
taken for the debarring of notorious, 
dereted, or conuicted perſons fro the 
Lords Supper : The laſt rwo though 
by all practiſe of antiquity in purer 


times,they were principally attributed 
vnto Biſbops,yet not ſo,but other Mi- 
niſters of the word, vnto whom the 


keies are annexed, might notvnlaw- 
Es fully 
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former authorities ,"and alfo their /«- 


the Church forweighty cauſes donor 
otherwiſe diſpoſe , which they haue 


done heere in England as I conceiue, 


. by reaſon of ſundry ciuil effets,which 


 Excommunication & anathemariſme 


by lawe doe worke, and are ſuch as 


' without great inconuenitence and con- 


fuſion cannot be permitted to cueric 
Miniſter in his cure or charge, that 


haue bur ſlenderskill no direQtion of 
lawinthat behalfe, noneauthenitique 


ſealesro certific of record, norternpo- 
ralitics to be ſued, for notperformance 
of the kings write,thatlieth in ſuch ca- 
ſes, as Decautione adrwitienda de excom- 
wunicato deliberando,erc. And thele for- 
mer bethe points wherin Biſhops au- 
thoritie is from God,and not of man: 
But row from the foueraignePrinee 
by the mediating:of lawes , Biſhops 
haue ſet downe vnto.them the: places 
where the compaſle of the Territarie 
how farre, the maner how , with other 
circumſtances, ofexecuting both the 


riſdittion, which alchough ir be 


naly 
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fully heerein concurre, ifthelawes of 
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nally founded inthe word of God, yet 
all Biſhops hauethe aſſiſtance oftheir 
iuriſditionEccleſaticall, ſundry waies 
from the Prince and his lawes , forthe 
ſounder execution tnereot,and reſtrai- 


. ning of offenders, as to burne an here- 


 rique, to imprifonaperſon ſtubburnly 


andobſtinately. remaining excommu- 
nicate aboue forty dates, and ſuch like: 
Laſtly.che Biſhops of thisrealme haue 


 the:heads and: matters wherein their 


iurifdiction isconuerſant, by, 8 from 
the-Princes authority , inwhom as ſu- 
pzeme gouernour al juriſdiction with- 
ir his highneſſe. dominions ,/as well 
temporall as Eccleltaſticall, by the law 


of God, and by manslawe is inueſted. 


Suchmartets 1 the Church'of Eng- 
land, artributedto Biſhops, are cauſes 
beneficiall ; w14elicet, for tithes: and 
maintchance of Miniſters , vpholding 
of Churches 8& Church-yards, cauſes 
matrimoniall,conracts and diuorces, 
matters :diffamatorie, wherethere is 
breach of charitie; and noadion lieth 
i>ciuill Courts, as alſo Teſtamentarie 
cauſes, which cuen at the _— 
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law of the land hath alwates bin made 
Eccleſiaſticall, both becauſe that lawe 
hath litle direction in thole cauſes;bur 


ſuchas is borrowed fromthe c1uill and 
Eccleſiaſticall lawes;and for that mens 
laſt wils (atleaſt werewont) doecots 
teine ſtindry demites for Churches;ot- 
phans —_— —_ , andſuch like 
good vies, whereof: the Churchrhad 
the fourth part , and wherein Biſhops 


ate ihtehded to be moſtcarefulbto mi- 


nifter-right , indifferently to all-for the 
true performance” of the-deads will. 
Finally the punithing of diuers crimes 
terined Eccleſtaſticall 5 being ſuch1as 
are- not!punithable- ar all at the corn 
monlaw, orelſeare left by law ro'be 
puniſhed by eitherauthoritie' ::and-in 
this reſpe& may this partof Epiſcopal 
authority and fun&ion , not-vntruely 
beſaidro be deriued/from 'the Kings 
ſupremacie which they hate ' vnder 
God. By which matter that I haue:hi- 
therro at large deduced, may: planely 


appeere the vndutifulneſſe of popi 
' Biſhops and peeuiſh conſiſtorials:the 


firſt wherof deriueth their iuriſdigtion 
E492 Eccleſiaſtical 
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108; Of the friends and enemies 
Eccleſtaſticall within all Chriſtian 
kingdomes from the Pope; the 1c: 
corid will needs-deriue their turi{di- 
Rionall authoritie immediately from 
God, andnot from the Prince, and in 
a: larger mannerz:and in moe matters 
then Biſhops in England may any. | 
wile exerciſe or intrude vpon, & make 
their Conſiſtory or Presbyreryacourt | 
of: Conſcience and; Aquitie, a tran- |* 
ſcendent court beyond his Maieſties | 
high court of Chauncery , 'and put 
other courts to a perpetyall fence. 
_ Andon the. contrary lide-tnay eui- 
dently appeare to the VVorld theduti- 
 fullcarriage of our Biſhops ,;theBB. 
ofthe Goſpell; who draw neereſt-to 
thc ancient and brthodoxe Biſhops, as 
lincally deducing their doctrine: _ 
diſcipline; their gouernment andobe- 
dienct 3; and otherconformitiesfrom | 
the, Apoſtolicalland Primitueand-pu- 
- times. And concerning papal Bi> 
ops«(which is one of the extremix 
ily y deriue allthat from the-Ca- 
pitoll fahe Pope which they: well 


know, can not fetch his derdiarion 
_ hom 
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from God, thatis, borroweof Anti- 


chriſt his horne orpower, whichthey 


can not deriue from the Head which 


1s Chriſt : but for fatious confiftorials 


and presbyteriall men (which isthe 0- 
ther extremity) they without anywar- 


|- rantiſeofthe Wordwith a Luciferian 
 - pride (as ifthey wereto ride vpon the 


cherubins) draw immediatly their ju- 
riſdiion-from the emperiall ſear of 
God, and will not fetch that whichis 
to be/deriued vnto' them from-the 


. Chriſtian magiſtrate or Gods lieute- 


nant vpon earth. FI Tk 
The former oftheſewill be exemp- 
eed from Princes; whereas no Prieſt 


nor Prelate is cxempred fro theirtem- 


Pporalſword, much leſſehath any pow- 


er within or without their Realmes 11- 


dicially to depoſe them, leaſt of all to 


inuadethem, or to diſchargetheir ſub- 


ieAsfrom their allegiance , ortowar- 
rant their liege people ro rebell a- 


gainſt them , but ratherare ſubiectto 
their power for reformation and cor- 


xrecionoftheir errours in faith, abuſes 


indiſcipline, diſorders in —_ 0- 
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210 ' Of the friends andenemies 
cher Eccleſiaſticall enormities ; as ap- 
« Seetice, PEarcth plaincly by the publicke lawes 
Bitbop of and * acts of Conſtantine, Theodoſins,1u- 
. Wancheſters ſtinzan, Carols, Ludonicus and Lothariue, 
= .. andother godly and woorthie gouer- | 
berweens Noursabroad, asalſo by thelawes of 

Curiftianfub- Canatz and other religious Princes at | 
chriflianre. DOMe- The later of theſe, although 
bellin, they. challenge no exemption. art all 
from the Kingly gouernment , yer ſo 
munitethemſelues, and aduancetheir 
_Puritanicall turiſdiction,as to attribute 

therein no more to their ſouereigne 

Prince, butto be gouerned orruledin 
thatbehalfe bythem, thatis, to be 0- 

ucrtuled when they liſt, and to defend 
/ _ theexerciſe thereof by theirtemporall 
” _ fwordwhenasthey thalbecalledvpon 

by chem. /! 5 pho fo niet ys 5 

If theſe extremes be leadden;then'is 

the mediocritic golden which-ourre- 

ucrend Fathers & Biſhops of the land 
doperperually obſerue and keepe z tor 
albcit the Biſhopsare Spirituall Iudges 
and Miniſters of the lawes, yerdo they 
not make any new-Eccleſiaſticall de-' 


crees or lawes,without the Princes au- 
| thoritic 
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thoritie both przcedent and” ſubſe- 
uent,and inthe whole courle of their 
anion are tied ſtrictly and preciſely 


to obſeruation of due courſe of law: 


which if they ſhall either negligently 
or wilfully violate, itis remediable by 


appellation. Thelaftrefort , wherein 


is tothe Souereigne Prince himſelfe, 
who heareth and finally determineth 
by his Indges delegated. The ſumme 
of all is this, That our Biſhops neither 


-claime nor yet exerciſe any ciull au-. 


thoritie atall as Biſhops, though it is 
wholly vnfit they ſhould be without 
it : and thattheir authoritie Eccleſtaſti- 
call is bur ſubordinate vader God and 
the Prince, moderated as much as any 
otherthing, in the whole Kingdome 
and State, Exadtly, both po/irinely and 
frinatinely by good and wholeſome 
lawes;'deriued for themoſt part from 
the Prince, and reformable by his Ma- 
teſtie, and that'it deſerueth no ſuch 


flandetous afperſion of Supreameorof 
Abſolute, of Tyranicall, of Sigueuriall, of 


Lorkdlypower or ſuperioritie'accord- 
ing totherulers luſt, Ler them rather 
OE looke 


—_ " 
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: looke to this deferued reprehenſion, 
who claime and exerciſe more abſo- 
lute authority than the Biſhops,name- 


ly, to haue their Conſiftoriall juriſdi- 
&ion not deriued from the Kings au- 
choritie, but ſupreame vnder God, and 
that in all cauſes of doctrine or maners 
ſo farre as apperteineth to conſcience, 
to-make lawes and orders Eccleſiaſti- 
call, withoutthe knowledge and con- 
ſent of his Maicſtie, to ſit and deter- 
mine as themſclues beſt iudge , with-« | 
out any guiding of the law; and where 
a caſe hapneth with iuſt and equall de- 
ciſion to determine contrary to lawe, 
ro haue their ſentences once giuen, to 


 Rande in force (thouga they be ap- 


pealed from, vntill they beinthe laſt 
inſtance reuerſed, to excommunicate 
their Ronny and conſequently to 


diſcharge themſclues, for thattime of 


all a&aall obedience, to call their Sy- 
nods and claſhes withopt the: Princes 


writtes , and to haue the laſt appellati- 
on', not runne vnto the Prince, bur 


 toa Natjonall Synode. All which if 
yourightly ſcanthem, arc algnoens 
no an 


of Bluraliries: © 17 
andchareQers of ſoueraignty in iurife 
dition, or at the leaſt weizxy 3} Sromms, 
Lordly or Seigneuriall, ifnottyranni- 
call, and condemned by the centure of 
our Sauiour. And Jet no man replie 
thatthe bare title of Lordsto be giueri 
to Biſhops; for the ſame without anie 


authority in that reſpe&-is giuen to 


them : for the Scriptures giueth not 
lawes to wordes, bur to the matters 
themſelues. That is lordlinefle indeed, 


"When they practiſe and 'band:them- 


ſelues , & confrontthe kings fuprema- 
cie,and wil haue him to throw downe 
his ſcepter, and to licke rhe duſt of che 


feerof their Church, vide/icet the preſe 


byrerie; anEpirome or compendiarie 
repreſentation of euery ſeuerall con- 
gregation and church. All that I haue 
hitherto diſcourſed, rendeth vnto this, 
that the fanding ſuperiority of Biſhops 
ouer miniſters, and the orherimpari- 
ties and inzqualities amoneft Mini- 
fters of the word, both for gitts and li- 
uings (which are fo odiouflytraduced) 
may be iuſtly defended againft the ad- 
uerſaric part , and that the bitter enes 

I miles 
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114 Ofthefriends andenemies 
mies to pluralities are fierceſt enemies 
to all dignitie, ſuperioritie, and autho- 


ritie in the Ghurch, for ought that I. 


cat perceiue by many yeeres obſerua- 
tion , whoſe hatred is .infaturable, 
whoſe malice is cancred, whoſe indig- 
nation ts'1inplacable againſt this ſet- 
led & proſperous eſtate of the church. 
Their meaning is to hauca baſe and 


beggerly and vnlearned and con- 


temptible' clcargic in the lande : for 


this cauſe their ordinary declamations | 
are againſt Epiſcopall authofitic and 


other ſubordinate iuriſdiftion in the 
land : infomuch that hethinketh him- 
ſelfe the propereſt man noweadaies, 
thar, althoughhe otherwiſebea ſeely 
man and vnskilfull in his owne faculty 
of lawe, or other profeſſion, as com- 


monly fallethoutto be ſo, or vtterly 
_ deuoid of , Vniuerſitie learning, and 


true knowledge of Gods law & other 
prouinciall conſtitutions, yet com- 
meth in place with a--premeditated 
ſpeech , or ſome impolithed oration, 
and that conned by heart, againſt Bi- 
ſhops, Archdeacons , Cn, 
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and officials , thorough our the land, 
and for twoor three mens ſake worthy 
of reprehenſ1on, is pleaſed to. fprinckle 


with the aſperſton of reproch all what- 
ſoeuer Eccleſiaſticall Magiſtrates and 


ludges, and fo thorough the ſides of 


two or three euill handlers of the ſpi- 


titnall inriſdiction is contented to. 


- wound the whole body of Eccleftaſti- 
cal adminiſtration and gouernment of 


the Church. VVere it well done(trow 

you) for the greedinefle and extortion 

of 2.or.z. othcers in a court, if there 

wereany ſuch, rocxclaime againſt the 
Exchequer, or any ſuch court, or for 
the auarice and cxaCtion of ons or two 
badde Iuſtices, therefore to complaine 
againſt the whole bench : bur this is 
the faſhion of the world, of certcine 
fatiousmen, and other whoſe orato- 
ric, is but Canina eloguentia, they mult 
for lacke of matter be cuer babling, 
though it bee bur barking againit the 
Moone: itts held us. theperhaps 
a point of good pollicy to vie. inue- 
ines & declamatory ſpeeches againſt 
Pluralities'of Church _—_ and _— 
2 cnc 
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 aſmuchas many Churches arc buil 


116 Of, Jupportanit ana keeping the 


the faults'of other men, that in the 
meanetime, their-owne both mifde- 
meanors an: miſzoucrnances , may 
paſſe vncontrolled, or atthe leaſt vn- 
eſpicd: now the Biſhops are in high 
court of Parliament , and in lawfull 
Synode aſſembled; let them exhibite 
complaints to theit Lordiiups , that ' 
there may bee reformation of thar* 
which is amiſle, or elſe with modeſtie 


and good maners hold their peace and 


heercafter ſhut vp their pipes. 


h The: Cars. 6. 


Of fertrs and keeping the "TEN 
8.4 the church upright. 


: T 3s a true axiome | 
I © which 1s read in Ar- 
40 ftorle : Failing ef de- 
feruere guam corſtrue- } 
ere: a man may pull 
I down more with one 
hand X T8 he can build with two: or 
is it calier to plucke downe many 
churches then to build one. And for- 


tro 
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ſer Churches,and oft 


| y: fabrique of the Church wpright. Il7 


our hand, which is the honor of the 
kingdome , eſpecially the Cathedral! 
and Collegiat Churches, the honor of 
which churches isthe orderly gouern- 
ment and gouernors of the = : Let 
vs doe our Chriſtianendeuour to ſup- 
port-and vphold that fabrique of the 
Churches which our forefathers lefr 
vnto vs, and as neere as We can _—_ 


and obſerue Saint Cyprijans rule for 
- matter of doctrine and Diſcipline,that 
_ 1s well ſetled already, Y+ nihil quod tr4- 


ditum eff innouetur , and to keepe the 
vnity of tae ſpirit in the bond of peace. 


- The crafty enginers againſt the con- 


ſtruction and fabrique thereof, are of 
ſundry ſorts, by themſelues;for of him 
I will ſay nothing, who was principal 
in this machination: Scelers fabricator 


Epewzs, our late' Church-wright , but 
| of theacceflors ſomwhar may be ſpo- 


ken. There lacketh not a number of 
thoſe,who would hauethe Carhedrall 


Churches plucked downe;and vnder a 


colour of erecting ormaking of euery 
ſuch great Church, three or foure lef- 
hree or fourc lef- 
£2: 


113 Of ſupportance and keeping the 
| fer parochiall or countrey cy 


would -efiJarge or make one bigge 


Church, but of endowment or reue- 


© newe they ralke nothing artall : they 


would reduce all to penſionary per- 
ſons : forſoath their meaning isto bee 
diſcharged from paying tythes. Some | 


_ doe onely'repine and mutter , other 
veer their malicious {tomacke againſt 


theiuriſdiftion of Biſhops ouer Prel- 


 byrers, and of one Presbyterſerled in 


gouernment ouer another, as if any 


of vs went about to make Biſhops 


Lords and maſters ouer the Church, 
and all the reſt to be their ſeruants, or 
that ſome did aſcribe'ſo much power 
vnto Biſhops and ſuperior Miniſters, 


 asthatordinary Paſtors had no power 


ouer their ſeuerall flockes. As for tne 
Bithops, firſt they have nocharge bur 
paftorall, no power but paternall:tacy 


: haueſuperiority. but no Impery , they 


_ flaſticall inferiour power or ſubordi- 


baue authorttie legallnotregall, their 
przeminence is fatherly not maſterly 
ouer the people and presbytersz of 
which conſequence is all o:her Eccle- 
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fabrique of the Church vpright 119 
znare juriſdidtion, ouer Gods heritage 
and the Lords flocke : the cleereneſle. 
and lawfulnefſe whereof being ſuch as _.,, 


no maligners can well overthrow or © 
expugne, they hold another courſe to 


impugne and giue the onſet, firſt ypon 
the Deane and Chapter, and Archi- 
diaconall , and peculiar iuriſdiftions 
of Prebendaries and the like. AS it was 
my happe to bein hearing whea one 
faide, that Biſhops hee did allowe 
with all his heart, and did giue them 


the honor and reuerence that was due 


_vnto their places, but concerning 


Deane and Chapter, which is the Ec- 
cle{iaſticall Senate, and thetrne Preſ- 
byrery ( ifrhere be any ſuch thing in 
.verity or analogic ) he con14 norabide 
nor digeſt reputing al that ſuperfluous 
and needlefle, and not woorti the re- 
taining. Needleſle it ſha!l beto refute 
this phanſie , which falleth to the 


ground of it felfe, as a ludibrious follie 


ofthe man. Asifhewould haue laid, 


a king is lawfull , but his counſell of 
ſtare is ſuperfluous, and may'well bee 
ſpared, a Maioralitie is notvalawfall, 
vfi0 I 4 but 


' 120 Of fupportance and keeping the 
| butthe Aldermen are not needfull, a 


Chauncellor is a neceſſary office in the 
Vniuerſitie, but congregations of the 
Maſters or conuocation ofRegents,8 
not regents, is aneedleſle thing, a Bi- 
ijhopis good,but coſultation is naught 
or aſſiſtance in matter of the church: as 
who would ſay, itwill becaftertor vs 
to be plucked downe,one by one,then 
many, and as1f when the members are 
Cut off, the head could {tand vpon the 
ſhoulders : or as if one did ſtand alone 


 vpan the ſtageof their enuie and ob- 


murmuration, he were able to ſtande 
aloneorwithſtand ſo many gainfaiers 
which would riſe agajnſt him. Sem- 
blably they giue good allowance of 


Epiſcopal dignirie & their juriſdiction 


but they vtterly diſallow and would 
gladly infringe Archidiaconall power 
and weaken that firſt, They will make 
the head ſo monſtrous and bigge that 
all the body ſhall be the woorſe, and al 
thisto bedone by, reducing orbring- 
ing backe all Church cenſures to the 
Bithopsagaine, whom they will fauor 
ſolong ; and vntill they may tread the 

Ong 
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one andthe other vnder-feet, at leaſt 
ſet themin oppoſition each againſt O- 
ther, whereof (as I thinke) wiſe-men 
val beware, anda word of admoniti- 
on {hall be ſufficient to any wiſe man, 
whenſocuer this matter (hall be mak 
plauſibly propoſed, forit may be ſuch 
kinde of men will appeare forwardeſt 


in this {tratageme, who care neither 


tor Biſhop nor Arch-deacon., nor 
Church nor Chapter, and are like to 
thoſe ſoldiors who woulde cructhe 
Chriſt , ſo they might haue his clo- 


| y X uu is carenotfor any religion fo 


= may haue the ſpoile Neuerthe- 
what they woulde haue or not 
woke it cllerh not atall : that which 
we in all zeale require, is, that the 
Church of Chriſt may be Rill cheri- 


ſhed, and if by Kings thathaue beene 


the nouriſhing fathers, and Qeenes 


that hane bin the nouriſhing! mothers, 
then by her owne children it is moſt 
congruent and fit ihe thould:be reue- 
renced: and in caſe we honour God 
who is our father, wemay not-offer 


———— to the Church whichis our 
mother: 


122 Of ſupportance and keeping the 


- mother: and if we credit Saint Cyprian, 
we cannot haue God to be our father 
if we hauenot the Church to be our 

mother. The Churh is our mother 
a AuguP.epirs, faith * Saint Auſten, ſhe conceiued vs 
38.de pep . of Chriſt, and nouriſhed vs with the 
2610.9 tkeof faith: ſhe conceaueth by the 


 Pſal.z7.& 30, 


Epf.203. Sacraments, as by the ſecd of her huf- 


band : thou waſt conceaued in that 
thou receauedit the name of Chriſt, 
and agarne, theis a moſt true morher, 
which openeth her boſome to allnati- 
ons when they ſhall be neweborne , 
and offtcreth her teates when they are 
borne. Whetherwe take the Church 

- forthe number and company of men 
regenerated by the Word and Sacra- 
ments, truely feruing God according 


tothe Goſpell of his Tonne, and ſealed 


1 £1 


by the ſpiritof grace againſt the day of 


; k | 
Chryſofs.ſu redemption : or whether we take the 


fer 5, Math, 


- *Auguft.ds Church by Synechdoche forthe 'g0- 
der, apt, uernors and preſidents of the Church, 


ere 3 that is, men ſo qualified ® 2s Chryſo- 


1,7 imoth.2, 


 Avguſt.1.5.7, ffomedoth take, or whether we accept 


Koh es 44. it for acitie or houſe, not buile with 


Pſal-137. * hands, * which 1 is founded by belee- 
uing 


— 


fabrique of the Church wpright. 127 
ning,creted by hoping,made perfe&t 
by louing,or laſtly whether we cal the 
Church the Tempe, where the people 
which are called the Church are con- 
rained, that by the name ofthe church 
the people which is conteined, we fig- 
nifie theplace, which conteineth, or 
asthe ſame Auſten ipeaketh els where ; 
The Church is the place, where the 
Church is aſſembled, for men arethe 
Church; that is, for a materiall houle, 
and built with hands : The Church is 
highly to be honored of euery one of 


/ 
\ 
Ks 


vs, foritis the place where the Honor i.King.8.c. 


of Goddwelleth, andyhich he reple- 2.Chro.5.6, 


niſheth with hisglorie, itis the houte 
which 1s builtto his name,and wherin 
he will haue his name to be called v>6 
forthe obtaining ofhis bleſſings or the 
turning away of his curſes: In which 
ſocuer of theſe ſignificatios the church 
is taken, and becauſe Chriſt raigneth 
in his Church by his word and ſpirit, 
which is called his kingdome, citie, 
and houſe, (whereby welearne that it 
is furniſhed not onely with perſons, 
but with all things needfull for the 


ſeruants 
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13.Rom,7.,v. 


13. Heb, 


Ws 4 Of, ſupportance and keeping the 


ſeruants Citizens and people of God, 
tothe conuerting and ſauing of theit 


ſoules :) many honorable things may 
-be ſpoken otit, many duties paic-able 


vntoit. Giue to all mengtheir dutic, 
tribute vnto whom tribute,cuſtome to 
whom cuſtome, feare or reuerence to 
whom feare, honor to whom honor 


appertaineth : Saint Pawle biddeth the 


 Hebrues remember their rulers or lea- 


ders that goe /n and out before them, 
which haue ſpoken to them the worde 
of God : many duties belong vnto 
them. For the well being of the 
church they are to be remebred in di- 
uers reſpects: Foure thingsthe church 
may not want as requiſites for.the 
good & eſtabliſhment of the church: 
Honor. authoritie,reuenew, and trea- 
ſuric or ſtocke, withoutthe which, the 


very frame of che Church will fall 


downe : Whether the world will ho- 


nor men of the Church or not honor 
them: honor conſiſteth tam i honora- 
fo guar in bonorante. Their gitts, ver- 
rues, paines , or diligence, and places 


are to be honoredo all good men - 
od 
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God himlſelfe wil honor thoſe that ho- 


nor him : it you ſhall deueſt them of by 


| authority they thalfall inrocontempr, 
yea the very abies of the world will : 
make no regard of them: the baſis of 
honor is authoritic amongtt the peo- 
ple : Renenew is neceſlary, andthe f1- 
new of Eccleſtaſticall maintenance : 
they may not goe a begging or behol- 
ding vnto others: Epiſcopms habet * PECU- 
niam,non vt ſeruet , ſed ut eroget,” ſaith 
S. Auſten, The Orator could ſay, 
Ie eruaToy x, arev TETaY Eey ir are who Olymbine. 1. 
ef $5preov, As for CIAAp wed the loue of mo- 
ney the Apoltle forbiddeth , but bid- 
deth br chargeth the richof this world 
todo good,to be rich in good works, 
to be ready to diſtribute to other, and 
communicate,which is thetrue end of 
all riches and reuenues in laitie or cler- 

ie men: for Abrahamthe father ofthe ,, pociec 
IRE) was rich (and as onetran{lari- 
on readeth) they were alſo rich and a- 
ble tocomfortother, or mighty in po- 
wer. Laſt of all.the Church mult haue 


A treaſury or ſtocke,which is theready 
Way to make-prouiſion for the —_ 
lefle 


226 Of ſupportance and keeping the 
lefſeand widdowes , captiues, andthe 
poore : In thecorrupreſt time of the 
Church, or Iewith ſynagogue, the 
za(apuad\ucy Was nottaken away butre+ 
mained amongſt them , in the time 
of Chriſt . conuerſant vpon earth, |} 
how much more requifite is thetreaſu- - 
rie to bee vpheldnowe, or Churches 
ſtocke, in ſuch infinit ſwarms of poore 
09-4 , maimed ſoldiouts, indigent 
_. perſons, {ickeand diſtreſled members 
_ of Chriſt: Hereoffereth itſelte a great 
occan ſea of matter to enlarge ypon, 
butT will conteine my ſelfe within the 
narrowes and ſtreightes of this my diſ- 
courſe, which now admonahas me 
to beſhorr,& draw to anend : enough 
hath beene dilated of the imparitie of Þ 
the gifts of men of the Church, ſome- 
whar of comperency, & ſufficiency of - | 
theirlinings,ſomewhat of inzxqualitie, , 
or of their Eccleftaſticall preferments 
ro much, (itmay beintheopinion of 
ſome)of thePluralitie of Benefices or 
Beneficed men, alittle of the ſuperiori- 
ticofBiſhops ouer Miniſters, and of 
Ecclefiaſticall iurifditionouer all = 
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reſt, a great deale againſt the contem- 
ners and breakers or ſcorners of the 
ſame : what is dueto holy Church is 
apparent, videlicer, tithes , oblations, 
glebe-land, reuenues, and poſſeflions 


&c.that God may be honored, his Mi- 


\F nifters&ſeruants maintcined, Chur- 


ches repaired, the poorerelicued, his 
Goſpell and the trueth publiſhed, his 
word multiplied , his name magnified 
vnto the ends of the world:what is due 
from Church men, is by the way de- 
clared. The Miniſters of the Goſpell 
which willliue of the Goſpell muſt at- 
trend their Miniſterie which they haue 
recciued of the Lord, the preachersof 
the worde muſt preach in ſeaſon and 
out of ſeaſan : the ſhepheards muſtar- 
rend and watch their flocks by night 
and-day, and muſt feed their flockes 
whether they be ſheepe or lambes, all 
muſtbe fedde, leaſttheir bloud be re- 
quired atrtheirhands, all muſtbe Ca- 
techized, all muſt be comforted-by 
themlſelues, and by a prouifional care 
raken for them, they thatare babes in 


Chriſt muſt haue milke & not ſtrong. 


MCATt 


Þ 


- flockes. 4 


128 .Of ſupportance and keeping the 


meat, they that are men muſt haue 
ſtrong meat, thatthey may growe v 

to: the meaſure of the age of the ful- 
nefle of Chriſt, as he with his ſpirit 
ſhall repleniſhthem. They who affe&t 
Pluralitie and Multiplicitie of liuings, 
mult likewiſe effect labour and more 
paines taking : orele it is diſcommens- 
dableto vndettake thatcharge which 


-they: minde not- to diſcharge, or to 
. feede + themſielues and ſtarue their 


They who deſire ſuperioritie and 
Epiſcopall chargewhich carieth with 
it honor , and dignitie, and authori- 
tie, becauſc they defire a good worke, 
muſt ouer and aboue that: they go- 


- . uerne-well, labour in the word,-and 


{o they may be woorthie of double 
honor, teach orthodoxe and founde 
doctrine, conuince the aduerſaries-, 
ſtoppe the mouth of he gain-faier, 


clenſe.the Church from Schiſme, and 

keepe'it from hereſie, defend by wri- 
_ tingand preaching: the Diſcipline-of 
_ the Chiirch. And forthatthey are to 
- - querſee manyflockes, to.ſee ( where 


Walt 
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want is ) cuerie-place of their Nio- 
ceſle, as much as lieth in them to be 
ſupplied with able Miniſters, and with 
an edifying and inſtruftine ſeruice : 
And farther, where impropriations 
are, and the Vicarages endowed with 
ſmall portions, and the Donatines 
with fmaller penſions , they would in- 
terpoſe their fatherly helping handes, 
for ſome encreafe of ſtipend or other 
augmentation to be your trom the 
proprietaries andleaflees , for the ſu- 
ſtentation- of the poore Miniſters of 
thoſe places, it there bee no other 
way or meane to better their eſtate, 
which I referre to the grauitic and 
wiſedome of my {uperiors, writing 
this vader their Honorable retormati- 
ons. Laſt of all, becauſe it may nor be 
ſaide, tempws offerends, time of offering 
is paſt , temps auferendi, of taking a- 
way is come : or as our aduerfaries 


| more bitterly then truely ſpeake , our 


dodrine tobe negatiue , our religion 
to be ablatiue : Let euery one doe his 
beſt for the ſupportance and vphol- 
ding of the fabrique of rhe Church, 

| K which 


\ 
4 
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139 Of ſupportance and keeping the 


which is Gods houſe; for it isnotloo- 
ked for in theſe daics, that-anic newe 
Churches will be built + it is therefore 
to bepraied for, that we niay:keepe 
theſe churches which we haue, which 
bythe {ingular prouidence and good- 
nefſe of God are left vnto vs, by the. 
moſt famous Princes and Prelates of 
the land, that haue gone before vs.,and 
left ſuch precedents and ſamplers as 
will hardly be imitated. The deſtructi- 
on and abominable d:{olation of the 
Churches of neighbour nations and | 
kingdomes, may ferue far a document 
ah x in{truction to vs and thoſe that 
_ come aftcr vs, to giue no grounde to 
any ſuch as gapc afterthe like pray, or | 
would {o much as makethe leſt breach 
vponthe walles of our Church, by ei- 
\ ther rupture or interrupture, as Sanbal- 
Litthe Horonite, and Tobiaha feruant 
an Ammonite ſometimes enterprized 
againſt the walles of Ieruſalem , who 
would haue the walles that Nehemiah: 
built to beſo weake, and in derifion of 
them ſpake 8& choughr ſo, as if afoxe 
goc vp he thall even a breake dawne the 
| frame 
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frame op their ſtony wall, butrather if 

| ſuch foxes as thElelues would adnen- 
: | [ruretoclimbevp, they might breake 
: | theirnecke: Who wereallo ſore grie- 
| | uedas ſomnow adaies, that there was 
come aman., asnow thelike is come, 

s | after ſo gracious a woman as onr late relt- 
f | iow Gonerneſſe, (whoſe memorie be) 
{ | bleſſed; which feeketh the'wealth of 
s | thechildrenof Ifraell, our zealous Ne- 
- | hexziah: To conclude 5 let euerie one 
: | ofwhatdesrec-or dighitie, of wharſo- 
d | euercalling amonett laitie or clergic, 
t | Lethim,Iſay,do his beſt for the main=- 
t | tenanceofthe fabrique of this faire or- 
o | derand ceconomy, this decency and 
xr | comelineſle of Church policie and 
h | diſcipline: And letvs all ioine in one 
i- | with vnanimitic of. confent againſt 
{- | Church-theeues, andfacrilegious per- 
1t | ſons, againftrobbers,, and ſpoilers ot 
d | Cathedrall Churches, and againſt all 
10 | couectous Patrons or Latrons, the de- 
4 | uourers of parochiall or Countrey 
t | Churches, the very authors & fautors 
ofall Arheiſme and ignorance, of all 
prophaneſle and vngodlinefle of the 
pb. ER K 2 land, 
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5 132 Of /apportance and keeping the 


land,and againſtal thoſe who'wicked- 


ly in eheir barts, or with theirlips fay, 
- vs take the houſes of God into. our 
private pofleſhons : Let vs holde our | 


ſelues to the:ſacred anchor of the ſet- 
_ zlementofthoſe things which we now 
enioy, and+( and maugreall our ene- 


nies ancient ox-vpſtart,open or ſecret, 


forreine or domeſticall) thall Jongen- 
ioy, tothe glory of God, and Cat - 
the ioy, vatillthe comming of our 
bleſled Lord and: Sawtonr . 
Ieſus Chrift. 
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